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explain my remarks. Does the honorable Sen- | 
ator from Mississippi wish to go on this after- 
noon? 

Mr. BROWN. I rose not to address the Sen- 
ate this evening, but to suggest a postponement 
of the question until to-morrow. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Then I trust the 
»onorable Senator will indulge me, and allow me 
proceed for a little while. 

Mr. BROWN. I yield. 

Mr. BELL, of Wecadtens: The honorable 
Senator from Georgia seems to me to have stated 
jositions for me which I certainly think I gave 
yo ground to any gentleman to suppose that I 
had assumed. It seems to me, from the honorable 
Senator’s remarks, that he could not have been 

wesent when I addressed the Senate to-day in 
opposition to this bill in the shape in which it was 
originally presented. 

Mr. IVERSON. I was present. I may have 
misunderstood the Senator; but I certainly under- 
stood the tenor and purport of his remarks to be 
what I have stated. One of his objections was, 
that it might, in the language of the Senator, if I 
remember it, swell the current which was running 
through the country towards a war with Eng- 
land. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Then I perceive | 
that the honorable Senator was present. My 
course may have prevented the honorable chair- 
man of the Committee on Military Affairs from 
getting his bill through to-day, but I trust he will | 
fi I suppose he scarcely expected—I 


forgive me. 
am sure I had no idea—that what I said this 
morning wouldead to such a protracted and dis- | 
cursive discussion on other subjects as well as | 
that immediately before us. I regret most ex- 
ceedingly thatit should have occurred. The hon- | 
orable Senator from Georgia says that he thinks 
there is no imminent danger of war. Standing 
inthe relation that he does to the Administra- | 
tion, 1 must suppose that this remark is intended 
to be significant. 

Mr. LVERSON. I trust the Senator will put 
no such construction on my remarks. I am not 
behind the scenes. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. 
that. 

Mr. IVERSON. I merely expressed my opin- 
ion from circumstances open to the inspection of | 
every gentleman in America. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Then I will take | 
iton that ground. I must suppose the sugges- 
tions of the honorable Senator from Georgia, with | 
his large experience and observation, standing so | 
intimately connected as he is with the party now 
in power, are entitled to more weight than those | 
of the honorable Senator from New York or most | 
of the Senators who have spoken. I regretted to 
hear the statement I heard the honorable Senator 
also announce, that he himself was opposed to | 
an arbitrament of the differences between this 
country and Great Britain. These two observa- 
tions of his, taken together, I think do demand, 
and ought to receive, some attention. Now, I | 
suppose the honorable Senator will admit that 1 | 
am not mistakén in supposing that he is fully 
identified not only now upon almost every ques- 
tion of the Administration in power, but has been 
for a long series of years. 

_Mr. IVERSON. The Senator is undoubtedly 
right in that. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Unquestionably I | 
entertain very high respect for the character of | 
the honorable Senator, though I cannot boast a 
very intimate acquaintance with him. 
to-day thought proper to speak of my course on 
this bill as one founded on the idea that peace 
was not the proper time to prepare for war; and 
he has assumed that, at a time when he thinks 
the danger of war is imminent, I have placed my- | 
self in opposition to the appropriation of the com- | 
paratively insignificant sum of $3,000,000, in | 
order to put our large sea-board towns and the | 
fortifications which we have already erected in a | 
proper state of defense to meet any exigency | 


I do hot mean 


Senator from Georgia has not recently been a 
member of Congress, and therefore I do not feel 
at liberty to put to him some interrogatories sug- 
gested by his remarks; but I think the honorable 
Senator from Virginia is entitled to no such for- 
bearance, and, therefore, I hope he will excuse 
me for putting afew questions to him. When did 
he become convinced that it was necessary to arm 
the fortifications at New York and the other places 
on our coast where we have had extensive forti- 
fications in progress fora longtime? I mean noth- 
ing unkind to the Senator, but I think the course 
of the debate to-day justifies me in making some 
observations on the course of honorable gentle- 
men, and in putting some interrogatories to them. 

The honorable Senator from Virginia has told 
us that his observation of late has led him to the 
conviction that it is wise, economical, and war- 
preventive—if I may coin a form ofexpression—to 
arm these fortifications and to finish them; and 
he concludes that now, when $3,000,000 can ac- 
complish all these great objects, it ought to be 
done. The honorable Senator from Georgia has 
said that I am opposed to the policy of preparing 
for war in time of peace. Now I desire to know 
whether, during the last ten or fifteen years, and 
I do not know but that the remark may go back 
twenty years,except when such an occasion as the 
present has arisen in the history of this Govern- 


| ment, has there not been a uniform, stern, and 


He has |) 


successful opposition to nearly all appropriations 
for the completion of our fortifications, though 
commenced at great expense? Has there not 
particularly been a strong resistance to the con- 
struction of any new fortifications. 

Mr. HUNTER. Does the Senator mean to 
apply that to me? 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I do not know as 
to the Senator individually, but the remark ap- 
lies to those with whom he uniformly acts, and 
Sai acted for a great number of years. I wish 
the honorable Senator to understand that | mean 
nothing unkind to him personally; but when | 
hear such sentiments and charges as those that 
have been made by the honorable Senator from 
Georgia, [think it is not improper, and surely 
gentlemen will not think me discourteous, if I 
refer to things of the past. I desire the honor- 
able Senator from Virginia, when he shall rise, 
to state how often fortification bills have failed 
entirely within the last fifteen years? If my me- 
mory does not fail me, I think it has been fre- 
quently contended, that to expend money for for- 
tifications was a useless waste; and it was said 
that we had undertaken to fortify our sca-coast on 
too Jarge and expensive a plan; and, in fact, when- 
ever afortification bill has been passed, | believe it 
has never contained more than one half the es- 
timates of the engineer department—the proper 
department to judge of what is expedient, proper, 
and essential for the safety and protection of our 
large commercial ports. 

Mr. HUNTER. Does the Senator desire me 
to answer the question now ? 


Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I would rather that: 


the honorable Senator should answer it in detail. 
I think [ am not wrong when [I state that on 
several occasions the fortification bill has failed 
entirely. 


Mr. HUNTER. 


I will wait until the Senator 


|| 1s done, or I will answer now, if he chooses. 


Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Just as the Senator 

leases. 

Mr. HUNTER. I do not remember now that 
the fortification bill has failed more than once or 
twice; and i has never failed by my vote, or 
with my good will. I have always believed in 
the necessity of these works; but the Senator will 
remember that there has been a difference of 


| opinion in regard to the eflicacy of fortifications, 


which has been very much changed by recent 
results. My own opinion has not changed, but I 
believe the public mind has undergone a change. 
There were many in both Houses who argued 
that fortifications were unnecessary; and some, 
again, were opposed to them because they thought 


which may arise. I know that the honorable || it was a means of expending money on the sea- 
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| coast when appropriations for other objects of a 
| different character were denied to the interior. 


Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I will ask whether 
men of military science or skill in this country 
have ever supposed there was any question on 
that subject? Have not such bills been generally 
resisted on economical considerations by the 
party now in power? : 

Mr. HUNTER. Never, by me. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. The honorable Sen- 
ator from Virginia is more liberal than some, but 
I think even he has been pretty stringent in the 
quantum of appropriations. I think that every 
bill which has been passed under his influence, 


| and upon his suggestion of its propriety, has not 


contained more than half the estimates of the 
proper Department. 

Mr. WELLER. A bill was passed the other 
day for more than the estimates. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I am not speaking 
of late events, because a revolution seems to have 
taken place on that subject. 

Mr. HUNTER. [cannot speak with certainty; 
but, according to the best of my recollection, I 
have never voted to cut down the estimates of the 
Department for fortifications. I believe the Com- 
miitte eon Finance has ae nerally reported what 
the Department estimated to be necessary. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. And were they 
adopted by the Senate? 

Mr. HUNTER. Yes, sir, except on the ocea- 


| sions when the bill failed, and no appropriations 


| tory. 


| been cut down from the 


were made, 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Perhaps [ have 
misled the honorable Senator by my interroga- 
I meant to ask whether the bill had not 
recommendations and 
estimates of the head of the engineer corps ? 


Mr. HUNTER. 


That is a different matter. I 


spoke of the estimates of the head of the War 


Department. 


Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. The head of the 


| War Department represents the feeling which be- 


longs to‘those gentlemen in this body who coincide 
politically with the honorable Senator from Vir- 
finia, lam speaking of the suggestions, the wise 
torethought of those gentlemen who are supposed, 


| by their profession, by their scientific qualifica- 


tions, by their laree experience, to be able to in- 
dicate to the Congress ot'the United States what ig 


necessary to put the country in a state of defense. 


| Now I desire to say that, since I have beena mem- 
ber of Congress, Lhave never failed to vote for the 


entire estimate of the Department for fortifications. 


| So far from its having been my policy to leave 


our sea-coast inadequately defended, and our fort- 
ifications in a state of dilapidation, or without a 


| sufficient armament, [ have been uniformly in 
| favorofarming them fully, and constructing, from 


year to year, as our means would allow us to do, 
new fortifications, in order to protect ourselves 
from the insults of foreign Powers, and from the 
ravagesand depredations which might be inflicted 
on us in the event of a sudden war. 
honorable Senator from Georgia pla 
the situation of taking the very 
policy. 

Now, sir, in the remarks which I made this 
morning I did not take the ground that there was 
no necessity, so far as I knew, for these appro- 
wiations. I said, that in the form in which the 
ill was originally presented—an appropriation in 
solido of $3,000,000, to be left to be appropriated 


But the 
in 
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*s me 
> ath 


reverse 


| under the discretion of the Executive—it looked 


|as if there was supposed to be an immediate 
| exigency demanding hasty legislation and heavy 


appropriations. I excepted to it on the ground 


| that it might increase that current, or feeling, or 


apprehension, or ‘alarm in regard to war which 
exists in the country. I said nothing ahout 
touching the sensibilities of John Bull. I did 


| not make the most distant allusion to any such 


thing; but the honorable Senator from Georgia 
seems to have supposed that it was in deference 
and courtesy and forbearance to the feelings of 
England, that I expressed sentiments of oppo- 
sition to the bill as it originally stood. It is true 
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L.spoke of the danger of increasing that feeling, 
current, or panic, or whatever it may be called, 
in regard to war, which exists in our country. 
There is seldom a day passes that I do not get 
letters from-the interior asking whether or not 
we are to be involved in war. Business is tram- 
meled by such a fear. 

[ repeat, that I regret that the honorable Sena- 
tor from Georgia has informed us that in his 
opinion the danger of war is imminent. Let me 
tell him avain, that I said nothing about John Bull 
and his sensibilities, and-I cared nothing about 
them in this connection. Lalso took exception 
to the bill on the ground that the appropriation 
was not specific, and that there was plenty of 
time, if an exigeney did arise, for voting the 
amount necessary to meet it. 1 said that we had 
plenty of time if an exigency should arise; but 
1 did not sec that there was any immediate 
danger of war, and I did not perceive why this 
amount could not be as well voted three, or four, 
or five months hence, as now. 

Mr. President, [ have said this much to explain 
my own course and to correct misapprehensions 
which it has excited. The honorable Senator 
from Michigan [Mr. Cass] made some remarks 
which, perhaps, call for some further explana- 
tion on my part. Lam sorry that he is not now 
present in the Chamber, but perhaps he may read 
the report of what Imay say. I can inform him 
that I did not state that this appropriation ought 


THE CONGR 





supposed that this amount can be expended 
_ during the present or the next fiscal year? The 
bill also proposes to expend $450,000 for ord- 
nance, which, we are told, is to be sent to Cali- 
fornia and elsewhere. Is it supposed that that 
can be done at once! 
large appropriation can be safely and usefully 
| expended within a year. The honorable Senator 
from Virginia has suggested that it is economical 
| to make a sufficient appropriation to have all these 
| things accomplished in the shortest time. That 
| is not the most effective method of having things 
| of this sortaccomplished. 


|} must be donein a durable and in askillful manner. 
|| You can have a million dollars’ worth of ord- 


not to be made, because I thought there was no | 


danger of war. Why, sir, I said the other day 
—and I feel it more strongly since the remarks 


of the honorable Senator from Georgia—that if | 


the Executive and his friends want a war, they 
ean have it. 


country, and so large is the discretion of the 
executive Government, that we may find our- 
selves in the course of twenty days involved in 
war, or placed in sucha position that we could 
not avoid declaring war. ‘The honorable Senator 
from Michigan,if he were here, would under- 
stand this point readily. ‘There may be such a 
course of action on the part of the Executive as 
to concern the national honor, and to involve our 
feelings of national dignity and pride of character 
to such an extent, that we must go to war, al- 
though Congress had no deliberate voice in it. 
As I said on a former occasion, the appropria- 
tion asked for may be proper for accomplishing 


Although Congress is the proper | 
war-making power, such is the feeling of the || 


|| in works of this sort. 


nance for fortifications prepared within six 
|} months, but what will it be worth? Not a quar- 
ter of what it cost, perhaps. The same remark 
is true as to other arms of every description. It 
requires great knowledge, great fidelity in super- 
intendence; and many things must be considered 
But, sir, | shall not detain 
the Senate longer. I merely rose for the purpose 
of putting myself right. 

Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, I can hardly 
consent that the Senate shall adjourn without 
having made such explanations as I think will 
satisfy them that the honorable Senator has 


quite misapprehended my course of action in re- | 


gard to these questions, and that there has been 
a logical, and { trust a patriotic, consistency in 
it throughout. 

In the first place, I ask the honorable Senator 


fense of the country under any state of circum- 
| stances which he supposes to exist? He desires 


defense for war. 
Affairs have reported a bill for new fortifications. 
I have ectinnad my readiness to vote for that. 
They did bring before us a bill making appropri- 
ations for new fortifications in Texas, Florida, 


that. 


ESSIONAL GLOBE. 


I doubt whether such a | 


Works of this nature | 


that the country shall be put into a condition of | 
The Committee on Military | 


and California; and I gave my vote in favor of | 
A bill has been presented to us for repair- | 


|| ing, enlarging, and extending the old fortifica- | 


| tions, and [ have already declared that I shall vote | 
If I have not voted for these bills, it is | 


for that. 
only because no vote upon them has yet been de- 
manded. 


The Committee on Naval Affairs re- | 


|| ported a bill for the construction of ten war-steam- | 
i|ers. IL gave my vote and my voice without ques- 


the objects proposed. | admit that it may be | 


ee to make such appropriations, though there 
y¢ no immediate danger of war, when we know 
that there may be war; and for myself I cannot 
know that there will not be war. The remarks 
of the honorable Senator from Georgia have 
strengthened me in the apprehension that there 
may be a war, and we shall be involved in diffi- 
culty if he is the true index of feeling at the other 
end of the avenue. My honorable friend from 
lowa, [Mr. Jones,] who sits by my side, says 
he hopes there will be a war. 
these gentlemen are entitled to some attention. 
I confess that the honorable Senator from Georgia 
startled me. 


' . . 
The remarks of | 


Well, sir, with reference to the bill under con- | 


sideration, as I have said before, if there be no | 


imminent danger of war, yet if we areinsuch cir- | 
cumstances that we may suddenly find ourselves | 


involved in a war, whether we will it or not, 


there is wisdom in making provision in advance. || 


The honorable Senator from California, the chair- 
man of the Committee on Military Affairs, is 
better informed on this subject than I am; but he 
will find that I will be the last man to flinch from 
any vote necessary “fa this country in a proper 
attitude of defense. 


shall be more anxious to | 


do so now than before, since I have heard the dec- | 


larations made to-day. 


I will now give my vote | 


for the bill as it stands in the shape in which it | 


has been placed by the amendment of the honor- 
able Senator from California, by the reconsider- 
ation of the former vote and the insertion of 
specific details. 

T have no desire to trouble the honorable chair- 
man of the Committee on Military Affairs, but I 
wish to ask him whether the $1,250,000 which 
he proposes to appropriate for repairing old small- 
arms can be expended judiciously within the 
etre ear. It would be more satisfactory if 
1e would give the Senate the information which 
he is presumed to have in his possession. Is it 


tion for that measure. To-day the Committee 
on Military Affairs ask for $3,000,000 to supply 
the fortifications and the armories of the United 
States with arms and ordnance. I ‘hiave stated 
distinetly that if their bill should be put in the 
form now proposed by the honorable chairman 
of the Committee on Military Affairs, at his own 
instance, I should vote for that. 
into that form, and I am only waiting for the 
question to be talren to vote for it. 

Mr. IVERSON. Wiilthe honorable Senator 
allow me to interrupt him? 

Mr. SEWARD. Yes, sir. 

Mr. IVERSON. I made no reference what- 


he assumed in the early part of the discussion 


SEWARD. 


honor. But whenever he has given those votes, 


-- 


giving them, and to disclaim that there was any 


| is voting to put the country in a state of defense, 
he seems to be exceedingly anxious to notify 
Great Britain, that we have not the least intention 
to be insulted at anything she may do. 


not have repeated any portion of his former 
speech, because he stated his position before dis- 
tinctly and plainly enough. 

Mr. IVERSON. I spoke only of the Senator’s 
remarks. 

Mr. SEWARD. I have shown the honorable 
Senator that in regard to putting the country ina 





| liberal as the committee of this House represent- 
| ing the Administration have demanded. 


Ithas been put | 


everto the Senator’s votes. They have all of them, | 
in my opinion, conformed to the position which | 


in reference to our relations with England, [Mr. | 
Certainly.] which 1 think did him | 


he has taken very good care, as it seemed to me, | 
to explain the reasons which operated on him for 


intention or any effect in those votes towards | 
bringing on a war with Great Britain. While he | 


Mr. SEWARD. The honorable Senator need || 


condition of defense, or of preparation even for || 
hostile war, my votes have been as bold and as | 


eagrees || 
| that there is a logical consistency in my votes. I || bitration on her part, and it was not for me then 
will now show the honorable Senator that there || to say what I would do in that case, but I would 
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| is an entire consistence in my Voice upon the sub. 
ject, as that has been called in question. 

When the Central American question was sey 
here by the President of the United States, it was 
sent as a closed and complete volume. We wor. 
told that the correspondence was ended. [I rogo 
and said that, upon examining the papers pre. 
sented to us,I found that we had ached the end 
of the negotiation; that on the one side the Amor. 
ican Government had explicitly demanded of 
Great Britain that she should withdraw from the 
Mosquito coast and retire from the Bay Islands. 
and confine herself within the admitted bounds 
of the settlement of Belize; and that, on the other 
side, Great Britain had with equal explicitness 
refused to comply with these demands. I said 

| that insomuch as the negotiations were at an end 
it became the duty of the United States and of the 
people of the United States to review the whole 
negotiation, and to declare their opinion whether 
| the positions of our Government were right and 
ought to be sustained. After carefully and calm] 
reviewing them, I arrived at the conclusion that 
the positions assumed by the Government of the 
United States in all their parts were right, and 
must be sustained. I have never retracted, and 
I will never retract, one word of that conviction. 
Can the honorable Senator point to the time or 
the place where I have made any retraction or 
| qualification? Certainly, he cannot. 
The honorable Senator says, however, that I 
made a warlike speech. He characterized my 


|| speech hy another epithet, that I do not choose 
what would he require of me in regard to the de- || 


to repeat; and so, being pleased to construe that 
speech as a warlike one, he contrasted it with the 
| remarks I make now, and gives them an exag- 
gerated character of a different nature, and hence 
infers that there has been an inconsistency in my 
course. Sir, that speech of mine went to Great 
jritain, and if I had been willing I could have 
risen in my place here, any day, and produced 
the London Times, the comments of which are 
frequently read in our hearing, and shown that 
the London Times, in one of its articles, assumed 
precisely the same ground which I had taken in 
regard to the merits of this question, and to the 
importance of a relinquishment by Great Britain 
to the United States. In another article carefully 
reviewing it, the speech which I made was repre- 
sented by the same London Times as a pacific 


|| speech. Then the honorable Senator from Georgia 


is at issue with the other party in this national 
|| controversy—the party across the water—on the 
character of my former speech. In England they 
regard the speech which I made as a pacific one; 
he regards it as a warlike one. Both are in error. 

In considering the subject of our relations with 
Great Britain on that occasion, I attempted to 
examine it in all its bearings and in all its aspects, 
and I arrived at the conclusion that there could 
be no war growing out of the questions at issue, 
| because Great Britain was in the wrong, and her 
| people were intelligent and were in favor of peace; 
| and that, if needs must be, the 





would overrule 
| the action of the Government and acquiesce in the 
| American demands. I still think so. I have had 
| no fear of a war with Great Britain. But it was 
| obvious this was an ee tie opinion; and 
_ therefore it was necessary that I should go further, 
| and examine the case as it would stand if I should 
| have judged erroneously as to the temper of the 
sritish nation. Then it became a question in 
| which there was a possibility of war. To that 
| possibility I addressed myself, and stated that it 
arose out of the fact that the negotiations were 
| ended, and the parties were diametrically opposed 
' to each other in the determination which they 
expressed. 

| Mr. IVERSON. Will the honorable Senator 
| allow me to put a question to him? 

_ Mr. SEWARD. Not now; I will presently, 
| if the Senator will wait. Then, assuming that 
| aspect of the case, I said that the question of how 
1 to avoid a war would come up. I said that some 
| might propose that we should offer arbitration, 
| and my reply was, that we could not offer arbitra- 
| tion, because of two reasons: in the first place, 
| we had passed already the point where we could 
offer to arbitrate; and, in the second place, I knew 
of no Power in Europe (as a first impression) to 
| whom we could properly refer such a matter. 

‘| said, however, that Great Britain might offer ar- 
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on, and I would go to the verge of accommo- | 
listen, 


jation in that way, or in any other form of nego- 
tiation, to avoid a war. ; 

Mr. IVERSON. That is the very point to 
which I desire to call the Senator’s attention. 

Mr. SEWA RD. The honorable Senator will | 
excuse me. I will hear him when I get through. 
jnterruptions break in upon the continuity of my | 
argument, which I Soom should go to the coun- 
try continuously. 1 assumed the position which 
I have just stated. : ; 

At a later day, the President of the United 
Siates sent to us another message, by which it | 
appeared manifestly that an offer of arbitration 
jad actually been made, not by the United States 
Government, but by the British Government to 
the United States—the very thing which I had 
discussed aS a contingency that would give a 
different and pacific aspect to the question. When 
that message came in, there was a debate about 
whether the offer had been formally presented— 
whether our Minister or the British Minister had 
erred in his duty as to the promptness with which 
he communicated it. Nevertheless, the fact was 
admitted on all hands that the British Government 
had offered, or were about to propose, a reference 
of the question to arbitration. What did I say 
inregard to that? Did I say that I would fight? 
If [had said so, it would have been inconsistent 
with what I had said before. Did I say that I 
would accept it? If I had said so, it would have 
heen unbecoming my position as a member of 
this body, which niieléen the President, when 
asked, in regard to our foreign relations. I said 
that it belonged to the Administration; that they 
were bound to receive the proposition to consider 
it: and that I trusted the whole matter in their 
hands, neither counseling them to accept nor to 
reject, but congratulating the country upon the 
fict of a turn in the course of the question between 
the two nations, which relieved it for the present, 
and immediately, of its aspect of war. 

Sir, this is what I say to-day. There is now 
under the consideration of the Government of the 
United States an offer to arbitrate, proposed by 
Great Britain—a great and powerful nation—a 
nation whose power is very much exaggerated 
here by some, and under valued by others. There 
aretwo Christian nations in controversy. There 
is a Christian world around us, and a God of 
Christians above us, and both will exact that the 
Government of the United States shall hear and 
listen. Prudence, wisdom, patriotism, humanity, 
command us to wait while the Executive Depart- 
ment which represents our Government in its 
negotiations considers the proposition. 

When the Executive comes with a new com- 
munication, saying, ‘*] willaccept this proposition 
with your advice and consent,’ I will then con- 
siderit. When he comes and says, ‘I will reject 
it,’ and the Senate of the United States shall agree 
to reject it, and to go to war upon this issue, I shall 
stand here with those who are the boldest, the 
strongest, the most catholic, the most firm, to 
maintain the Government in that decision after it 
shall have been fully and finally made. In the 
mean time I stand pledged, and I pledge myself 
now, as I did on a former occasion, to give my 
advice, founded on the calmest consideration, and 
upon allthe circumstances then existing, whether 
that offer should be accepted or rejected, if it shall 
reach that point, 

I know beside#, that, when a question between 
two parties so nearly balanced in strength, so 
equally self-confident, so equally honorable, that 
has once been closed is again opened by any 
propositions in any form, the course of diplomacy 
is such that the discussion may take an entirely 
different direction, and some other and different 
measure from the particular one first proposed 
may be adopted under the influence of a strong 
mutual aversion to war, and desire for peace; and 
80 | hope the two Governments may yet adjust 
the question satisfactorily with our rights. 

Now, what more would the honorable Senator 
demand of me? I am for maintaining the very 
grounds which we have asserted. I am for put- 
ung the country in acondition of defense. True, 

do so because I think it right’ and wise, inde- 
vendently of the particular exigency referred to. 

Vhy, sir, I felt oppressed by the vote which I 
was obliged to give against this measure as it was 
originally reported. To vote $3,000,000 to be 
€xpended at the discretion of the President of the 





United States, without any direction as to the | 
| appropriation of that money, is more than I would 
do in any case, unless there was a public enemy 
very near at hand; but when the honorable chair- 
' man of the Committee on Military Affairs stated 
the purposes of the expenditure of this money, 
and offered to secure that appropriation of it 
by amending the frame of the bill, and adverted 
to the defenseless condition of the whole of our 
Pacific empire, added to the Union since our 
former appropriations for arms and ordnance pur- 
poses were regulated and measured, I felt at once 
that I was obliged to vote for the bill, and I said 
so. I only asked that he would allow me to have 
those securities and safeguards ingrafted upon 
the bill, and when that was done I stood ready 
| to vote for it. 

The honorable Senator from Georgia is more 
patriotic than this; and yet the excess of his 
patriotism over mine seems to be about after this 
fashion: There is a drama which I once saw 


enacted, in which there are two very venerable | 


| parents secking to effect a match between their 


| children, who are strangers to each other. The | 
children run away for the purpose of avoiding the | 
yroposed union, and they get married secretly. 


They come in at the close of the play to ask for- 
| giveness, and, lo! it turns out that those two per- 
sons who have thus run away from their parents 


and been stealthily married to avoid force being | 


| applied to their inclinations, are the very persons 
who were to be thus forced. The father of the 


young lady forgave his daughter. The father of | 
| the groom refused to forgive his son. When he | 


| was expostulated with, he still persisted. He 
was asked: ‘* Have you not got your own way at 
| last, and why are you not satisfied?’’ ‘ Yes,”’ 
| said he, “* I have got it my own way, but I have 
not got my own way of having it.”? [Laughter.] 
| The difficulty with the honorable Senator from 


own way of having it. The honorable Senator 
will find that that is not the way in which any- 
body ever gets anything through the Congress of 
| the United States or elsewhere. I pledge myself 
| to the honorable Senator, that, if he will restore 
his bill to the shape in which it originally was, 
and require of every man who votes for it that he 
shall subscribe to the same reasons which oper- 
ate on the mind of the honorable Senator from 
Georgia, though he may acquire something of a 
party here, the bill will be lost, and the fortifica- 
tions of the United States will be without sup- 
lies. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I move that the Senate ad- 
journ. 
Mr. IVERSON. Will the Senator withdraw 
his motion to allow me to make a remark ? 
Mr. BROWN. I hope my friend from Ar- 
kansas will withdraw his motion, and allow this 
question to be postponed until to-morrow. 

Mr. JOHNSON. If we adjourn while it is 
—- it will come up to-morrow as unfinished 
yusiness. 

Mr. BROWN. With that understanding, I 
have no objection. 

Mr. BUTLER. I desire to have an executive 
session. 

Mr. JOHNSON. | I withdraw my motion. 


— 


special order to-morrow, which may interfere 
with the consideration of this bill. 


unfinished business to-morrow. 

The PRESIDENT. The unfinished business 
takes precedence of any other special order. 

Mr. BROWN. If that be the understanding 
of the Senate, J have no objection. 

Mr. SUMNER. I desire to move that the bill 
under consideration be made the special order 
for the day after to-morrow. There is already 
| a special order to-morrow, on which the Senator 
from lowa [Mr. Harian] expects to be heard. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Idesiretocallup on Wednes- 
day the resolutions which I laid on the table this 
morning. 

The PRESIDENT. The Senator from South 
| Carolina has a motion before the Senate which 
must be withdrawn before the motion of the Sen- 


ator from Massachusetts can be entertained. 
Mr. BUTLER. I withdraw it. 





sideration be made the special order for Wednes- 
| day at one o’clock, 


Georgia is, that he wants his own way, and his | 


journed, 


Mr. BROWN. I understand that there is a} 


Mr. WELLER. No, sir, for this will be the | 


Mr.SUMNER. I move that the bill under con-_ 
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Mr. WELLER. As chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, having charge of this 
bill, L must object to that motion. I desire to 
have it disposed of as soon as possible, and I 
think we can very easily get through with it to- 
morrow. I desire it to retain its present position, 
and come up to-morrow as the unfinished busi- 
ness of to-day. 

Mr. SUMNER. My reason for the motion 
which I suggested is, that there is a special order 
—the Kansas question—for to-morrow; and I 
know the Senator from lowa, who is not now 
present, desires to be heard upon it. 

Mr. BUTLER. I withdraw my motion foran 
executive session, and let gentlemen finish this 
dispute. 

Mr. WELLER. The bill under discussion to- 
day is a practical question, and is one which, in 
my judgment, demands the immediate action of 
the Senate. ‘The subject alluded to by the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts, and which ‘he says is 
the special order for to-morrow, is an abstract 
question. The debate has gone on, on & motion 
to print certain documents sent tous by the Pres- 
ident, but there is no bill pending, and no one 
proposes any action upon that question. It has 
been kept before us solely for the purpose of en- 
abling Senators to express their opinions on the 
question. I cannot consent to have this bill post- 
poned merely for the purpose of talk. My opin- 
ion is, that there has been too much talking 
already on the subject of war. 

Mr. STUART. I desire the Senator from 
Massachusetts, if he persists in his motion, to 
recollect that | eave notice last week that on 
Wi dnesday I should ask the Senate to proceed 
to the consideration of the river and harbor bills. 

Mr. WELLER. I move that the Senate ad- 
journ. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa. I hope the Senator 
will withdraw the motion, to allow me to ask for 
an executive session. 

Mr. WELLER. Tf believe my friend from 
South Carolina desired an executive session, but 
he is willing to postpone it until to-morrow. We 
shall have an executive session to-morrow. The 
hour is now late, and I move that the Senate ad- 
journ. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate ad- 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, March 10, 1856. 

The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. Dante, Watpo. 

The Journal of Friday was read and approved. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKER. The business first in order 
is on the following resolution, reported by the 
Committee of Elections: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Elections in the con- 
tested-election case from the Territory of Kansas, be, and 
are hereby, empowered to send for persons and papers, and 
to examine Witnesses upon oath or affirmation. 

REFERENCE OF A BILL. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, asked. and 


| obtained the unanimous corisent of the House to 


have taken from the Speaker’s table Senate bill 
(No. 107) establishing the collection districts in 
‘the United States, and designating the ports of 
entry and ports of delivery in the same; which was 
read a first and second time by itstitle, and referred’ 
to the Committee on Commerce. 


RESOLUTIONS OF VIRGINIA LEGISLATURE. 


Mr. MILLSON. I move to reconsider the vote 
by which the House on Friday last referred the 
resolutions of the Virginia Legislature to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, and ordered them to be 
printed. 

Mr. Speaker, on offering these resolutions, I 
stated that, as I desired to leave the city for ashort 
time, I would endeavor to avail myself of anearly 
opportunity of submitting my views on this gen- 
eral subject, especially as I had introduced a bill 
on the same subject, which was referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

The SPEAKER, It is not in order to debate 
the motion to reconsider at this time, inasmuch 
as the resolution of the Committee of Elections is 
a privileged question. 

Mr. MILLSON. I was about to say that, 
although I supposed mine to be a privileged 
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motion, I did not desire, against the general sense 
of the House, to speak now, to the exclusion of 
that other question of privilege; but I should re- 
gard it.as a personal favor and convenience if I 
were allowed to do so, Still, [do not desire to 
interfere with that general question, and especially 
with the purpose of the gentleman from Georgia, 
{Mr. Crawronp,| who has the floor upon it. If, 
however, the House be willing that I should 
occupy a portion of the morning hour now, I 
would do so. If not, and if the gentleman from 
Georgia desires to proceed now, | will very gladly 
yield to him, stating, however, that I shall en- 
deavor to claim the floor to-morrow morning, 
during the morning hour, for the purpose of call- 
ing up the motion to reconsider, ; : 

Mr. CRAWFORD. In regard to yielding the 
floor, I desire to say that I have no objection to 
yielding it to the gentleman from Virginia for the 
purpose of his making an argument in support 
of the motion which he has offered; but I do not 
wish to lose thereby my right to the floor for the 
purpose of discussing the Kansas question. _ 

The SPEAKER, If the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia be allowed to proceed by unanimous con- 





sent, the gentleman from Georgia will retain his | 


right to the floor. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
lar order of business ? 

The SPEAKER. The resolution reported by 
the Committee of Elections relating to the seat 
of the Kansas Delegate. 

Mr. WASHBUKN, of Maine. I hope the 
House will proceed to the regular order of busi- 
ness, 


What is the regu- 


The SPEAKER. Then the question is on the 


resolution reported by the Committee of Elections. 
Mr. MILLSON. 1 was going to say that I 
supposed mine was a privilege d question, and 


that | had a right as against all the I louse, except | 


the gentleman from Georgia, who proposes to 
yield the floor to me; but I shall waive the right, 
if objected to, hoping that [ shali be allowed the 
privilege to-morrow of speaking on my mouon 
te reconsider. 
MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT. 
Several messages, in writing, were here received 
from the President of the United States, by Sip- 
ney WepsTeER, his Private Secretary. 
LITTLE FALLS BRIDGE. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, by unanimous con- | 
sent, introduced the following resolution; which 


was read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he 
is hereby, required to communicate to this House the | 


amount of money which would ve required to complete the 


bridge over the Little Pails, near Georgetown, agreeably to | 


the pian already adopted. 

UNITED STATES COURTS AND POST OFFICES. 
Mr. WHEELER offered the following resolu- 

tion; which was read for information: 


Resolved, That a select comimitiece of five members be 
appointed to inquire into the expediency of erecting build 


ings in the cities of Boston, New York, and Philadelphia, | 


suitable for the post offices and United States court rooms ; 


and that the message of the President of the United States | 


to the last House ot Representatives, in relation thereto, be 
reterred to the said conmnittee. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I object. 

DAMS AND BRIDGES IN IOWA. 

Mr. THORINGTON, by unanimous consent, 
introduced a bill to authorize the building of 
dams and bridges across the Iowa, Cedar, and 
ae rivers, in the State of lowa; which 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 


UNITED STATES COURTS AND POST OFFICES, | 


AGAIN. 
L objected, Mr. Speaker, to 


Mr. HOUSTON. 


the resolution oR utee pant now by the gentleman || 


from New York, [Mr. Wueever,] because it 


proposed to create a select committee. T have no 


objection to it, if it be so modified as to have it | 
sent to ove of the standing committees of the 


House. 
Mr. WHEELER. Well, let it go to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 


Mr. HOUSTON, I withdraw my objection, 
and hope the gentleman will have the resolution 
sent either to the Committee on the Post Office and 


Post Roads, or to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
Mr. AIKEN. I ask that the resolution be 


| 
+] 
i| 


, and another to another. 
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amended so as to include the city of Charleston, 
South Carolina, in its provisions. 

Mr. WHEELER. [accept the amendment. 

Mr. WAKEMAN. I move to amend it so 
that so much as relates to post offices shall be re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads, and that so much as relates to courts shall 
be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WHEELER. [I accept that amendment. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Itis not proposed, 
I suppose, to have a separate building erected for 
a post office and another-for a court room. 

Mr. WHEELER. Oh, no. 

Mr. JONES. Then, sir, in my opinion it would 
not be right to refer the different parts of the same 
building to different committees. They cannot, 
it seems+to me, act In concert. 

Mr. WAKEMAN, It would be utterly impos- 
sible for the two Departments—that of the Post 
Office and of the Judiciary—to be accommodated 
in the same edifice in the city of New York; ut- 
terly impossible. ‘The building for the use of the 
post office will require to be located in an entirely 
different part of that city from that where the 
courts are required to be; and it will be found to 
be the same in the city of Boston, and also, I ap- 
prehend, in the city of Philadelphia. They are 
two entirely separate and distinct departments of 
the Government, and require separate and distinct 
offices. ‘The post office isa public building, whose 
business is transacted with noise and confusion— 
the bringing in and sending out of mails, and 
business of such a character; while the judiciary 
isa body which requires a quiet place for the in- 


_vesligauon of important legal questions. The 


location of these two departments in one building, 
in the city of New York, would be, in my judg- 
ment, wholly impracticable. 
to unite them in the city of Charleston, or Boston, 
or Philadelphia, a union of the committees for 
that purpose can be had; but I apprehend that no 
such thing will be required, 
that that portion of the resolution which relates 
to the courts should go to the Judiciary Commit- 
tee, and that which relates to the post offices, to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. WHEELER. I have offered a resolution 
similar to that which passed at the last session of 
last Congress, when the message of the President 
of the United States was, with the accompanying 
documents on the subject, referred to a select 
committee, of which Mr. Witte, of Pennsylvania, 
was chairman. I think that my colleague is mis- 


taken with regard to his understanding of the | 


resolution. It will be very well to inquire into 
the expediency, and although I am not sorry I 
accepted the amendment of my colleague, still I 
prefer the resolution in the original form. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Ifmy friend from New York 


on my left [Mr. Wakeman] will reflect fora mo- | 


ment, he will see that to adopt his motion would 
complicate the matter very much. If New York 
be situated differently from all the other cities 
where buildings are being erected, or where the 
erection of buildings is in contemplation, for the 
accommodation of custom-house, post office, and 
other public services, then it had better be em- 
braced ina separate resolution by itself. 
certainly would defeat the whole object of the res- 
olution by sending one branch to one committee, 
Again: if it be true, as 
the gentleman from New York seems to thiek, 
that there must be separate buildings in New 


York, and the resolution shall be sent to the Com- | 
mittee on the Judiciary, which 1 think is the | 


proper committee to take charge of it, and they 
find thatat New York and Boston, or at any other 
point, one building would not be sufficient for 
these different purposes, they will so report, and 
itcan then be referred to the Committee on the 


Post Office and Post Roads to inquire further. 1 | 


think the better plan is to have the whole matter 


| sent to one of the standing committees. 


Mr. WAKEMAN. I would inquire of the 
gentleman from Alabama, if he knows of any 
building in the United States which is used for 
the accommodation both of the post office and 


_ of the courts? 


Mr. HOUSTON. 


structed for both. 
Mr. WAKEMAN. 
man point to one, 


Where? Let the gentle- 


If it be necessary | 


I think, therefore, | 


Sut he | 


I know that all the build- | 
ings of this sort that we have been constructing | 
for the last ‘half dozen years have been con- 





| Mr. HOUSTON. Why, Mr. Speaker, jj 
<1 as : . » all 
those buildings about which this contest has been 
| going on for the last half dozen years—at Louis. 
| ville, at St. Louis, at Cincinnati, at Pittsburg, at 
Buflalo, and everywhere—all these buildings eon. 
tain accommodations for the custom-house, tha 
| post office, and the United States courts; that js 
the universal practice in the construction of thes, 
buildings. The practice the gentleman pro OSes 
| is an invasion upon the general practice. That is 
| the reason why I object to the resolution as mod. 
ified at the suggestion of my friend from New 

| York. 

Mr. FULLER, of Maine. If the gentleman 
_from New York will look at the report of tho 
, Committee on Commerce, wpon the custom-houss 
buildings at all these points, he will find that they 
are all to accommodate the custom-houses, the 
courts, and the post oflices—all in the same 
building. 

Mr. WAKEMAN. If it is proposed to eroc: 
a building in the city of New York that will ae. 
_commodate the post office and the courts, it wil] 
_ be found wholly impracticable. In a conference 
| which I had with the Postmaster General tho 
other day, he expressed the opinion that it would 
be wholly impracticable in New York; and in his 
opinion it would also be found to be impracticable 
in Philadelphia. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Let the matter be referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary, and if they find 
that to be the fact, they will so report. 

Mr. WAKEMAN. But, sir, this resolution 
| cannot properly come under the charge of any 
standing committee of the House. The Com- 
, mittee on the Judiciary do not want to take charge 
of the providing of accommodations for the Post 
Office Department, neither do the Post Office 
Committee want to take charge of the judiciary 
accommodations. My design was to have so 
much of the resolution as relates to the duties of 
_each of the committees referred to the committee 
_ to which it appropriately belonged. That was my 

design, but [ am not tenacious on the subject. 
If the gentleman from Alabama prefers that the 
whole matter should go to one of the standing 
committees of the House, I will not object further. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I have no particular desir 
upon the subject. Iam willing that the matter 
should go to a special committee, so far as I am 
/concerned. But I think the whole should go to 
| one committee. 


Mr. WHEELER. 


| 1 hope the resolution will 
then stand as I originally offered it, and go to a 
special committee. 

| Mr. WAKEMAN. Iam willing that the res- 
| olution shail go to a standing committee of the 
| House, as gentlemen seem to prefer it, and | 
| will therefore withdraw my amendment. 

| Mr. FULLER. I think the Committee on 
| Commerce is the proper committee to take charge 
| of the matter. If gentlemen will examine the 
| records, they will find that these other buildings 
have been authorized under the lead of the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. WHEELER. I am willing that the res- 
olution should go to the Post Office Committee. 
I will therefore modify my resolution so that it 
shall stand in this form: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads inquire into the expediency of erecting build- 
ings in the cities of Boston, New York, Charleston, and 
Philadelphia, suitable for the post offices and United States 
court rooms ; and that the message of the President of the 
United States to the last House of Representatives, in re- 


lation thereto, with the accompanying documents, be re- 
ferred to the said committee. 


The resolution, as modified, was adopted. 
THE SCHOONER ZADOCK PRATT. 


Mr. HAVEN. I hope the House will in- 
dulge me in taking up from the Speaker’s table 
Senate bill No. 142. It is a private bill; and I 
want to have it taken up and passed instanter. 

There being no objection, the bill of the Senate 
toadmit to registry or enrollment the schooner 
Zadock Pratt, was taken from the Speaker’s 
table, received its several readings, and passed. 

Mr. HAVEN. I desire to make a privileged 
motion. Inasmuch as the gentlemen who are 
interested in this bill wish to be at work upon the 
vessel, I move to reconsider the vote by which 
‘| the bill was passed, and to lay the motion to re- 
1 consider on the table. 
| The latter motion was agreed to. 
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FORTS AND FORTIFICATIONS. 
Mr. VALK, by unanimous consent, offered 


the following resolution; which was read, consid- 
ered, and agzreed to: 





Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to com- 


municate to this House suchin formation as maybe in posses- 
sion of his Department up to this time, as tothe condition of 
the fortification on Chrog’s Neck, Weschester county, New 
York, and known as Fort Schuyler; also, whether or not 
said fort 1s mounted with suitable cannon, and is in a con- 
gition to be properly defended ; also, whether or not the 
forts and fortifications of the country are in such a condition 


as to completion, armament, and defensive efficiency as to | 
pe reasonably secure against attacks by sea or land ; also, | 


whether said forts, &c., are garrisoned, and if so, by what 
any) to place these forts and fortifications in a preper coa- 
dition to repel aggression. 


HON. P. B. FOUKE. 


from the Committee of Elections. I am instructed 
by them to report the following resolutions: 
Resolved, That the Hon. P. B. Fouke, who has presented 


to this House his memorial claiming to represent the eighth 
district of the State of Hlinois in the Thirty-Fourth Con- 


ress, Was not duly elected as ciaimed by him, and is not | 
entitied to a seat in this House, and that said seat is 


vacant. 


Resolved further, That the Speaker do notify the Gov- | 


ernor of the State of Illinois that such vacancy exists. 
And resolved further, That the Clerk of this House be 
authorized to pay, out of the contingent fund of this louse, 
to P. B. Fouke, claiming a seat as the Representative of 
the eighth congressional district of the State of Ulinois, the 
usual per diem and mileage allowed to members of Con- 
gress, computing the per diem to the date hereof only. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. I desire to know why 
the Committee of Elections have not reported in 
the case of. - 


The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 





Illinois object to the introduction of the resolu- | 


tions? 
Mr. RICHARDSON. 
inquire 


Mr. CRAWFORD. 


No, sir; but I desire to 





I rise for the purpose of 


claiming the privilege which I have to the floor. | 


I understand that the resolutions which have just 
been introduced will be likely to give rise to dis- 
cussion, and [ therefore claim the floor upon the 
Kansas contested-clection case, which, I believe, 
is the business regularly before the House. 

The SPEAKER. Ifthe gentleman from Geor- 
gia objects, the resolutions reported by the gen- 
tleman from Ohio [Mr. Brneuam] cannot be re- 
ceived, 

Mr. CRAWFORD. 
floor. 

The SPEAKER. The report of the Commit- 
tee of Elections upon the Kansas contested-elec- 
tion case is then before the House. 


APPROPRIATION BILLS REPORTED. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I ask to report 
from the Committee of Ways and Means two 


I object, and claim the 


appropriation bills, in order that they may be || 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the | 


state of the Union. 
Mr. CRAWFORD. There are friends around 


me who ask the same privilege, and if [ yield for || 


the purpose suggested by the gentleman, I musi 
yield to them. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. They are appropriation 
bills, and ought to be in committee as soon as 
possible. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. As they are genersl ap- 
propriation bills, [ will yield in this case, and 
this case only. 


Mr. CAM®BELL, from the Committee of | 


Ways and Means, reported bills of the following 


titles; which were severally read a first and second | 


time, referred to the Committee of the Whole on 


the state of the Union, and ordered to be printed: | 
A bill making appropriations for the consular | 


and diplomatic expenses of the Government for 
the year ending the 30th of June, 1857; and 


A bill making appropriations for the support | 


S the Army for the year ending the 30th of June, 
857. 


ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTION. 


Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on En- | 


rolled Bills, reported as correctly enrolled joint 
resolution of the following title; which received 
the Speaker’s signature: 

A resolution for the final adjustment of certain 


cases eae from decisions made by the Aud- | 
reasury for the Post Office Depart- | 


itor of the 


ment. 
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| THE KANSAS ELECTION. 
addressed the House for an hour. 


His speech 
will be published in the Appendix. 


GLOBE. 


Te 
Mr. CRAWFORD then took the floor, and |) 


The debate was continued by Messrs. Camp- 


BELL of Pennsylvania, Smirn of Alabama, and 
Kunket. The speeches are withheld for revision, 
and will be published in the Appendix. 
Mr. STEPHENS then obtained the floor. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If the gentleman 
from Georgia will give way, asit is now growing 
late, and is time to adjourn, | will move that the 


|; House do now adjourn. 
number of troops ; also, what steps may be necessary (if | 


Mr. STEPHENS. I do not desire to speak 
this evening; and with the understanding that I 


have the right to the floor in the morning, I will 


|, yield to the motion to adjourn. 


Mr. BINGHAM. I desire to make a report || 


1] EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the House a message from the President 
of the United States, transmitting a report on the 
commercial relations of the United States with all 
foreign nations, in answer to the resolution of the 
House, of December 14, 1853. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I desire, 
Mr. Speaker, under the instructions of the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, to submit a resoluuion with 
reference to the printing of the message which has 
been read and of the documents to which the 
President refers. 

I was going on to say, that this message which 
has been sent in is in answer to a resolution 
which passed this House on the 14th day of 
December, 1853, requiring the President of the 
United States to report to this House a statement 

of the privilegesand restrictions of the commercial 
| intercourse of ‘the United States with all foreign 
nations. Sir, this report has been gotten up,as I 
stated before, by the State Department. 1 have 
had the pleasure of examining it; and I must say, 
that it is the most complete and reliable document 
which has ever been printed in this country, or 
| inany country, — the subjects embraced. The 
' 


proposition which I shall submit in the form of 
a resolution, coming with the letter from the See- 
retary of State, is, to ask that this document may 
be printed by the printer of the House, under the 
direction of the Secretary of State. The reasons 
set forth in the letter from the Secretary to me will 
explain why the request is made. 

he SPEAKER. The Chair must remind the 
gentleman that there is nothing before the House. 
|| Mr. WASHBURNE. 1 offer the following 

resolution: 

Resolved, That the answer of the President of the United 
| States to the resolution of the House of Representatives, of 
December 14, 1853, upon the commercial relations of the 
Umited States with all foreign nations, be printed by the 
printer of this House in quarto form, under the direction of 
the Secretary of State, who is hereby authorized to cause 
all corrections therein, which, in the course of printing, 
may be found requisite, to be made, and also cause to be 
|| made all additions thereto of commercial information which, 
|, subsequently to the transmission of said answers to this 
|| House, may reach the Department of State, which shall, by 
|; him, be deemed of sufficient importance. 


|| Now, here are the communications which I 
’ 

|| have received from the Secretary of State, and 

|| from the superintendent under whom this work 

I 

|| was gotten up, which willgxplain the resoluuon: 


DEPARTMENT OF State, March 3, 1856. 
Srr: I have the honor to submit for your consideration 
the accompanying letter, addressed to me by the superin- 
tendent of a report on the commercial relations of the Uni- 
ted States with foreign nations, prepared at this Department 
in answer to a resolution of the House of Representatives, 
of December 14, 1853, which is now ready for transmission, 
|| together with the draft of a resolution thereto appended. 
T concur entirely with Mr. Flagg in his view of the im- 
|| portance of having this document printed—should such be 
the disposition of it which the House may think proper to 
|| make—under the direction of this Department. It is a vo- 
luminous work, made up, in great part, of comprehensive 
|} and complicated tabular statements, which no one can be 
|| supposed so fully to understand as those by whom they were 
|| prepared. It seems evident, that the correcting of a work 
|| like this for press should not be intrusted to the common 
|. proof-reader of the printing ofiice. 
| The work abounds, also, with terms of unnseual oecur 
| 
| 
| 


rence—commercial, scientific, and in foreign languages: 

and, in a report so extensive, errors have, doubtless, oc- 
| curred from misinterpretation, misconception, or inadvert 
|} ence—errors which have escaped the eye in the preparation, 

and in the subsequent copying and comparing, but which 
would more easily be detected and rectified in carefully cor- 
recting a revised proof. 


{| great importance in throwing light on work already per 
}| formed, or correcting prior naisstaiemeits ; and, aloo, mate 





|| Additional intormation, also, on the subjects treated of 
is, by every foreign mail reaching this Department, often of 
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Se 
rial for the filling up of blanks necessarily left in tabular 
statements for the year last past; as well as for modifica- 
tions in tariffs, and changes in commercial regulations, 
proper to be noted. 

The quarto form for the publication of this report is ree- 
ommended, chiefly forthe reason that a larger page is requi- 
site for the extensive tables with which it abounds than the 
ordinary octavo size of our public documents. It isin such 
form that similar works sre issued by other Governments. 

The report will be transmitted to the House in a few 
days. 

i have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obe- 
dient servant, W. L. MARCY. 
Hon. Ertunv B. Wasusurne, Chairmen of the Committee 

on Commerce, House of Representatives. 


CoMMERCIAL Orrice, 
DePaRTMENT oF State, March 7, 1856. 

Str: In reply to your verbal inquiry of this morning 1 
havethe honor to submit to you the following statement, 
relative to the report on the commercial relations of the 
United States with all foreign nations, which is about to be 
transmitted to the House of Representatives, by the Presi- 
dent, from this Department : 

1. The resolution calling for this report was offered by 
Mr. Favukner, of Virginia, and agreed to by the House, 
December 14, 1853. 

2. On the loth of March, 1854, a cireular to United States 
consuls was issued from this Department, (to which the 
resolution of the House had been referred by the President,) 
With a view to obtain the materials requisite for preparing 
the report. 

3. On the 4th of August, 1854, an appropriation of $10,000 
was made to defray the expense. The work was commenced 
the ensuing month, and has occupied nearly one and a half 
years for its completion. 

4. The report is divided into three parts : 

Part 1. Commercial Digests, embracing a succinct ac- 
count of the history, character, and extent of the commer- 
cial relations of the United States with each one of all foreign 
nations, more than fitty in number, illustrated by some 
hundreds of tabular statements. 

Part 2. Comparative Tarijjs, comprising tables exhibit- 
ing acomparative statement of the tariffs of all other nations 
—about fitty in number—with the tariff of the United States; 
followed by an elaborate series of similar tables, exhibiting 
the duties levied by all nations on the staple products of the 
United States; also, the privileges they afford and the re 
strictions they impose on commercial intercourse; also, 
their tonnage charges, their modes of measuring tonnage, 
their sanitary and colonial regulations, &c., &c. 

Part 3. Consular Returns, embracing answers to the 
circular of March, 1554, (already referred to,) issued by this 
Department, from about one hundred and thirty United 
States consuls. 

o. The report will probably make, if printed, a quarto 
volume about the size of one of the volumes of Exeentive 
Documents No. 91, containing the “ Reports of Explorations 
and Surveys &c., for a Railroad to the Pacific Ocean,” 
printed by order of the House in 1855, or the * Coast Sur- 
vey,’ or the ** House List of Private Claims.’? Commer- 
cial and statistical matter, like that of the present report, 
is generally printed by other Governments (by Great Brit- 
ain, Franee, Belgium, Austria, Spain, Mexico &c.) in the 
large quarto form, for the more convenient arrangement of 
tabular statements. 

6. It is not probable that any considerable appropriation, 
if any at all, will be required for this report to be printed 
under direction of the Secretary of State—a balance of sev 
eral thousand dollars of tie former appropriation still re- 
maining unexpended. 

7. This report will make the fourth of the kind which 
has appeared since the establishment of the Government— 
the first having been communicated to the House by Mr. 
Secretary Jeflerson in 1793, consisting of some eight or ten 
octavo pages, the second by Mr. Forsyth in 1839, some 
eighty pages, and the third by Mr. Webster in 1842, about 
six hundred pages. 

8. The resolution of the House of December 26, 1854, of- 
fered by Mr. Futuer, of Maine, is not answered by the 
document now transmitted. The consular returns on 
* Ship-building, shipping, &c., &c.,’’ eailed for by that res 
olution, are in course of preparation, and will form another 
volume of the report, when sent to the House, which will 
be during the present session. 

9. The report on “ Commercial Changes,” sent to the 
House, February 5, 1856, has no connection whatever with 
the present, exceptthat it was prepared by the same hands. 
It was transmitted in obedience to the act of Congress of 
August 16, 1842, which requires such a report at the com- 
mencement of every session from this Department ; but the 
law had Jain inoperative for more than eleven years! This 
report is a comparatively small affair, of some two hun- 
dred octavo pages, now printed and ready for distribution. 
In future, the law can be, and ought to be, obeyed. Some 
amendments would improve it, however; and they may be, 
in due time, recommended by the Secretary of State, as, 
also, some provision for a statistical office in this Depart- 
ment. 

Itis very respectfully suggested that. inasmuch as it is 
important that the House should comprehend the character 
and contents of the report about to be transmitted, in order 
that they may act understandingly in its disposition, and, 
inasmuch as very little can now be known of it, and, if 
printed, months must elapse before it can appear, and, in- 
asmuch as the latroductory letter of the superintendent to 
the Secretary of State gives, in about a dozen foolecap 
pages of ordinary writing, a complete resumé of the whole 
report, it might be well ifa few thousand copies of that let- 
ter were printed at once for general information. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedi- 
ent servant, EDMUND FLAGG, 

Superintendent. 
Hon. Evinve B. Wasnupvurne, Chairnan of the Committee 
on Commerce, House of Representatives. 


Mr. ORR. I would suggest to the gentleman 
from lilinois whether, instead of having this work 
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printed in quarto form, as provided for in the | 
resolution, it would not be much more convenient | 
to have it printed in some smaller shape? 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I will state that there 
are tables which it will be impossible to insert 
in a page of less size than is provided for in the 
resolution. The size and shape of the volume 
will be something like this which I hold in my 
hand, which is a similar work prepared in Great 
sritain. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Must not the resolution 
gro to the Committee on Printing ? 
~ Mr. WASHBURNE. No, sir, it does not 
provide-for printing extra copies. 

Mr. ORR. 1 would suggest to the gentleman 
that a motion to print extra copies had better be 
made, so that the matter may goto the Committee 
on Printing, to ascertain what the cost may be. 
if this work is as valuable as I suppose it to be 
by the letter of the Secretary of State which has 
been read, [ presume extra copies ought to be 
wink d. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Why not move that twenty 
thousand extra copies be printed? 

Mr. WASHBURNE, ‘The resolution IT have | 
offered only provides for the usual number of 
i [hope it will be adopted in that form. 
If it is desirable to print extra copies, we can do 
it afterwards. 

Mr. ORR. If there are to be extra copies 
printed, itis important that the order should be 
made at once, so as to save the expense of double | 
composition, I therefore submit a motion, in con- 
nection with the resolution of the gentleman from 
Illinois, that twenty thousand extra copies be 
printed, which, I suppose, will go, under the 
rule, to the Committee on Printing. 

The SPEAKER. The motion of the gentle- 
man from South Carolina will go to the Com- 
mittee on Printing, but will not carry the resolu- 
tion of the gentleman from Hlinois. It is com- 
petent for the House to commit the resolution to 
the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to ask the 
gentleman from Iilinois if he has made any esti- | 
mate, or received any, as to what size the work | 
is likely to be—how many volumes, and how 
many pages, quarto, it will be likely to make? 

Mr. WASHBURNE., Lt will make one volume 
quarto, | suppose, of about three hundred pages. | 
t is important, as L stated before, that it should 
be printed in quarto form, because it embraces 
tables which it will be diflicult to print on pages 
of less size. 

Mr. JONES. It seems, Mr. Speaker, to me, 
from the pile of papers upon your table, that the 
work must be a very voluminous one; and the 
character of the work is one that will be very ex- | 
pensive in printing. It will be fully as large, I 
should think, as the large volume of the census | 
report. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Thope the gentleman 
from South Carolina will not embarrass the res- | 
olution, as offered, by a motion to printany num- 
ber of extra copies. Let the resolution pass in | 
its present form. Let the printing be done—with | 
the usual number of copies—by the printer of this | 
House. Then, if at any future time the House | 
shall desire to print extra copies of the work, the | 
order can be made, 

Mr. ORR. I did not understand the suggestion 
of the Chair in response to my motion, It was 
not my purpose to embarrass or postpone the res- j 
olation of the gentleman from Illinois. I simply | 
desire that my motion to print twenty thousand 
extra copies shail go to the Committee on Print- | 
ing. | 
‘The SPEAKER. The suggestion of the Chair 
was that that would not carry the resolution. | 

Mr. ORR. ‘That was my understanding. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I have no objection to 
that. 

Mr. FLAGLER. I have but a word to say, 
and that is in reference to the proposition in the 
resolution, that the document be printed under the 
direction of the State Department. 1 do not see, | 
though IT have before read the letter of the Secre- | 
tary of the State, why this work should be taken | 
out of the regular order of procedure. We have 
a Superintendent of the public printing. It is his | 
duty to superintend the publie printing. In this, | 


copics, 





as in all other cases, the proof-sheets will from || 
time to time be submitted to these in the Depart- |! 
ment who are appointed to read and correct them. |, 


If we take the work out of the usual order, and 
have it printed under the direction of the Secretary 
of State, we may, with the same propriety, so 
order in reference to every other report from the 
Departments sent to this House, and which is 
ordered by it to be printed. 

The objection I have is, that this will establish 
a precedent which, if followed out, will leave the 
Superintendent of Public Printing, superintend- 
ent only in name, and the reports will be printed 
under the direction of the Secretaries from whom 
they emanate. I am for having the superintend- 
ent discharge his duty. I do not see why he 
cannot superintend this printing with as much 
facility and correctness as he does every other. I 
am assured that if it be printed under his direc- 
tion, in the usual way, the proof-sheets will go 
to the Department of State, and there be submit- 
ted to any proof-reader designated by the Depart- 
ment to oversee and make all necessary correc- 
tions. For this reason I prefer that that portion 
of the resolution should be stricken out. I think 


that this ought to be printed, as other documents || 


coming from the Departments, under the super- 
intendence of the Superintendent of Public Print- 
Ing. 

Mr. FULLER, of Maine. 
have watched, from time to time, the progress of 
this work, and am fully satisfied that it is emi- 
nently valuable and much needed by the country. 
I think there are reasons why the views suggested 
in the letter of the Secretary of State should be 
carried out. The clerk, or head of the bureau, 
who supervised the collection and arrangement of 
those statistics, will then be charged with the ex- 
amination of the proof-sheets, and the responsi- 
bility for errors of printing will be entirely upon 
him. It is said by the gentleman from New 
York that the Superintendent of Public Printing 
could do this. The superintendent has nothing 
to do but to deliver the work to the subordinates 
under him, take charge of its printing, and see 
that it isreturned tohim. Hecannot, of course, 
attend to the proof-sheets. His attention must be 
devoted to the general subject of printing. I 
think, therefore, that there is a propriety in 
having that person read the proof-sheets who 


supervised the arrangement of the statistics, 


So far as | am acquainted with the form of the 
book which has been suggested, I think that the 
quarto being adopted instead of the octave will 
be itself a matter of economy. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I desire the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina to modify his motion 
so that the Committce on Printing will be in- 
structed to report to this House the cost of the 
work per volume. In the quarto form the bind- 
ing itself will cost sixty cents per volume. There 
will also be increased expense for paper and 
printing. We may form some idea of the probable 
cost of the twenty thousand extra copies; they will 
probably cost not less than $30,000. As to the 
suggestion of the gentleman from New York, 
[Mr. FuLagier,] 1 will say that 1 do not under- 
stand that the resolution intends to take from the 
Superintendent of the Public Printing the superin- 
tendence of the mechanical execution of the work; 
only that the work is to be printed under the 
supervision of the State Department, with a view 
to have it correctly done. The Department has 
all the original correspondence, and will be com- 
petent to correct whatever errors may have crept 
into the text or typography of the work. The 
superintendent will sll have the superintendence 
over this, which he has over printing generally. 
He will attend to the mechanical execution of the 
document; the State Department to the correct- 


| ness of the text and tables. 


Mr. ORR. I have no objection to the modifi- 
cation proposed by the gentleman from Tennes- 
| supposed that the committee, when it 
made its report, would, if asked, be able to state 
the cost. accept the modification. 

Mr. JONES. My modification is in these 
words: ‘‘and that the Committee on Printing be 
instructed to report the cost per volume of the 
extra copies.”’ 

The SPEAKER. The order for extra copies 
goes under the rule to the Committee on Print- 
Ing, but it does not carry the resolution with it. 

The resolution was then adopted. 


RETURN OF A BILL FROM COURT OF CLAIMS. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, offered the fol- 


sec. 


Mr. Speaker, I | 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
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March 10, 


genta ee 
lowing resolution; which was read, considered 
and agreed to: 4 


Resolved, That the Court of Claims be requested to re 
turn to this House the memorial of Mrs. Lewright Brown. 
ing and the — accompanying Senate bill No, 642, 
the same not being within the jurisdiction of said copy: 





| Which memorial and accompanying papers were referred to 


said court under the general order of the House of Mareh 
3, 1855. 
ENROLLED BILL. 

Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on Ep. 
rolled Bills, reported as correctly enrolled an act 
to admit to register or enrollment the schooner 
Zadock Pratt; which thereupon received the Big. 
nature of the Speaker. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a mes. 

sage from the President of the United States, 


| transmitting a communication of the Secretary of 


the Interior in reference to Indian disturbances 
in Oregonand Washington Territories, and recom. 
mending an immediate aperopeteses of $300,000; 
which was referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a communication from the Department 
of State, inclosing a copy of a letter of the date of 
the Ist of November last, addressed to that De- 
partment by Mr. 8S. Wells Williams, the inter. 
preter of the mission of the United States to 
China, setting forth the inadequacy cf the salar 
allowed by law to that officer, and recommending 


| the consideration of the subject to Congress; 


which was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
me » . o 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
Also, a communication from the Secretary of 


the Treasury, transmitting a letter of the Secre- 


| tary of the Navy, relative to the necessity of fill- 


ing up a part of the site of the Norfolk custom- 
house, and recommending an appropriation there- 


| for; which was geferred to the Committee of 


Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a communication from the Treasury De- 
partment, transmitting copies of receipts and 
disbursements for the services of the Post Office 
Department for the year ending June 30, 1855; 
which was laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Also, a communication from the Post Office 
Department, in compliance with a resolution of 
the House of Representatives of the 28th of Feb- 
ruary, requesting information in reference to the 


' building in the process of construction at Buffalo, 


for a custom-house, post office, &c. 
Mr. HAVEN. The reading of that paper 
might as well be dispensed with. It has refer- 


ence to the Buffalo custom-house and post office. 
_A communication from the Secretary of the 


adjourn is pending. 


‘Treasury Department, in reference to the same 
subject, afew days ago, was laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed, and I move that the same 
disposition may be made of these papers; and | 
shallask the House, in a few days, to take up 
the subject and act upon it. 

The communication was laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER then laid before the House a 
communication from the Navy Department, trans- 
mitting a detailed statement of the expenditure of 
the contingent fund for the Navy Department, and 
its several bureaus, for the fiscal year ending the 
30th of June, 1855; which waslaid upon the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a communication from the Court of 
Claims, returning, incompliance with a resolution 
of the House of Representatives of the 7th in- 
stant, House bill No. 722, which was referred to 
the Court of Claims by a general order of the 
House in March, 1855. 

The bill was placed upon the files of the House. 

Also, the depositions taken in the case of the 
contested election of Delegate from the Territory 
of Nebraska; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee of Elections. 

BENNETT’ S DIGEST OF PENSION LAWS, ETC. 


Mr. PENNINGTON. I ask the unanimous 
consent of the House to introduce a resolution. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. My motion to 
I only waived it to allow 


_ the Speaker to lay before the House certain ex- 
| ecutive communications. 


| withdraw the motion. 


i 


Mr. PENNINGTON. Iask the gentleman to 
I desire to offer a resolu- 
tion, merely for the purpose of having it referred. 


Mr. JONES. Well, I withdraw the motion. 
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Bie. PENNINGTON then offered the following |! in the performance of this service, and made a 


resolution ; which was read for information: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of the fouse of Representatives 
pe directed to purehase for the use of the House twenty-five 
thousand copie — aS See ee 
ty Land and Patent Laws and Forms :*? Provided, That the 
cost of the same does not exceed $190 per copy: Provided 
further, That the edition so purchased shall include the laws 


THE CONGRESS 


-opies of * Bennett’s Digest of the Pension, Boun- | 


‘ejating to pensions, bounty lands, and patents, passed at | 


the last session of Congress. 
Mr. JONES. I object; and I move that the 
House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and the House ac- 
cordingly (at three o’clock and forty minutes) 
adjourned until to-morrow, at twelve o’clock, m. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvuespay, March 11, 1856. 


Prayer by Rev. Danter W avpo, Chaplain of the 
House of Representatives. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 





The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the | 


Senate a message from the President of the Uni- 
ted States, in answer to aresolution of the Senate 
of the 2lst ultimo, requesting the President of 
the United States to ‘* communicate to the Senate 
any correspondence which may have taken place 
between the Illinois Central Railroad Company, 
andany of the Departments of the Government;’’ 
which, on motion by Mr. Jones, of Iowa, was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, and ordered to be printed. 


Also, a communication from the Secretary of | 


the Interior In relation to Indian disturbances in 
the Territories of Oregon and Washington, and 
recommending an immediate appropriation of 


4300,000 in view of them; which, on motion by 1} 


Mr. WeLLER, was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


Also, a report of the Secretary of War, com- | 


municating,in compliance with a resolution of the 
Senate, information respecting the site selected 
for the building to be used for the preservation 


of the ordnance, arms, &c., of the United States | 
in the city of Washington, under the act approved | 


March 3, 1855; which, on motion by Mr. Wet- 
LER, Was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, areport of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
communicating, in compliance with a resolution 
of the Senate, information respecting the number 
and condition of the Government stations on the 
coast of New Jersey, the measures already taken, 
and those deemed yet necessary, to afford aid to 


shipwrecked vessels; which, on motion by Mr. || 


Hamu, was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a report of the Secretary of the Interior, 
communicating, in compliance with a resolution 
of the Senate, a statement showing the number 
of messengers and employés, other than clerks, 
now in that Department, and the compensation 
allowed to each; which, on motion by Mr. 
Hunter, was referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 

Also, a report of the Secretary of War, com- 





municating, in compliance with a resolution of | 
the Senate, information in relation to the fort at | 
the mouth of the Kennebec river, with an esti- | 


mate of the amount necessary to put the same in 
a proper state of defense. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I move that this communica- 
tion be ordered to lie on the table. I do so, be- 
cause the Committee on Military Affairs have 
already reported on this class of cases. 

The motion was agreed to. 

. PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. WELLER presented a petition of Thomas 
Gardner, and other officers of the Army, praying 
for an increase of the commutation price of the 
Army ration; which was referred to the Commit- 


tee on Military Affairs. 
Mr. WELLER. I present the memorial of 


Colonel William Carey Jones, of California, ask- 


ing that compensation may be made to him for | 


services rendered in the State of California. He 
was appointed by a former ae of State, 
at the request of the Secretary of the Interior, to 
examine into the land-titles of that State. 


be made by future legislation for his compensa- 
tion. He was engaged for a period of nine months 





In his | 
instructions he was told that provision would | 


| additional piers. 


| under him. 
| nights off the coast, the inflammation became 


voluminous report to the Government, the prin- 
ciples of which have all been sustained, not only 
by the judgment of the land commissioners, but 
also by the Supreme Court of the United States. 
He has not applied heretofore for compensation, 
nor has it been recommended by the Department, 
in consequence of a change having taken place 
soon afterwards in the head of the Department of 
the Interior. Ihave no doubt, from avery slight 
examination, that every one will be satisfied that 
some compensation should be made to him for 
the valuable services which he rendered. I com- 
mend the memorial to the kind consideration of 
the Committee on Public Lands, to which com- 
mittee I move that it be referred. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BAYARD. I present the petifion of own- 
ers, consignees, and pilots of vessels detained 
during the present winter in the port of New 
Castle, representing that the harbor there is in a 
very imperfect condition, and asking that an 
appropriation may be made for the erection of 
I may state, in presenting this 
petition, that the General Government, as early 
as 1804, took possession of this harbor from the 
State of Delaware and erected piers there, but 
those piers, owing to the improper position of 
some of them, have been injurious, while others 
have been beneficial. ‘The harbor has been left 
from that time to this in a more imperfect state 
than when ceded to the United States. 1 think 
the prayer of the petitioners may well be granted. 
I move its reference to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

It was so referred. 


Mr. BAYARD. I present the petition of Mrs. 
Mary Bennett, now residing in the city of Phil- 
adelphia, widow of the late Captain Charles W. 

Zennett, of the revenue service of the United 
States. He wasemployed in the revenue service, 
in California, at the time of the wreck of the brig 
Lawrence; and, thougha very robust man at that 
time, owing to his exertions, and to exposure 
in the water for many days, in saving the cargo 
and materials of the vessel, he contracted an in- 
flammation of the lungs. He was ordered home, 
and came back in an unhealthy state. Subse- 
quently, when the San Francisco was wrecked, 
in January, 1854, he was ordered to sea to search 
for her. He was the lieutenant commanding 
during that time, and had but a single officer 
From an exposure of ten days and 


chronic, settled on the lungs, and brought on an 
acute disease which terminated his life. The 


| petitioner, his widow, prays that she may be 


allowed a pension. I will state, further, that this 


| officer was the son ofa revolutionary soldier. I 
| move the reference of the petition to the Commit- 
| tee on Pensions. 


The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. PEARCE. I 


yresent the memorial of 
] 


| James B. Allaire, of New York. The memorial- 
ist states that in 1828 he invented and patented | 


a steam chimney, which is now a part of every 
steam engine used on river or ocean navigation. 
He says that its economical value, and the great 
efficiency which it gives to steam engines, have 
not only introduced it into the river and ocean 
steamers, but that for the latter it is probably in- 
dispensable. In 1828, when he patented it, he 
freely gave it to the public use. He is now poor, 
and he thinks Congress ought to allow him some 
compensation for the dedication to public use of 
this great invention, which is absolutely neces- 


| sary in the important service to which it relates. 


The suitable committee, it seems to me, to which 


| this memorial should be referred is the Committee 


on Commerce; I therefore move that reference. 
The motion was agreed to. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 
On motion by Mr. WADE, it was 


Ordered, That Edward Wheeler have leave to withdraw 
his petition and papérs. 

On motion by Mr. FESSENDEN, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of the heirs of Edward Green, 
on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 


On motion by Mr. FESSENDEN, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of John Hinkley, on the files of | 


the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. 
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REPORT OF A COMMITTEE. 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to whom the subject was referred, reported 
a bill relating to the appointment of officers for 
the collection of the customs, and to provide for 
their compensation; which was read a first time, 
and ordered to a second reading. 


REFERENCE OF HOUSE BILLS. 


The House bill (H. R. No. 69) making appro- 
priations for the support of the Military Academy 
for the year ending the 30th June, 1857, was r ad 
the first and second times by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Finance. , 

The House bill (H. R. No. 70) making appro- 
priations for the payment of invalid and other pen- 
sions of the United States for the vear ending the 
30th June, 1857, was read the first and second 
times by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Cunzom, their Clerk, announced that the 
Speaker had signed the following enrolled bills; 
which were thereupon signed by the President 
pro tempore : 

A resolution providing for the final adjustment 
of certain cases of appeals from di cisions made 
by the Auditor of the Treasury for the Post Office 
Department; and 

An act to admit to register or enrollment the 
schooner Zadock Pratt. 

THE NAVAL RETIRING BOARD. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. By direction of 
the Committee on Naval Affairs, | move that an 
order be made by which they shall have power 
to send for persons and papers in the prosecution 
of their examinations and investigations in rela- 
tion to the various memorials that have been sub- 
mitted by naval officers, who complain of the 
proceedings of the naval board. The committee 
propose to proceed in the investigation as far as 
they have time and ability. There is one case 
now under examination. This application is 
made, not because the committee fecl themselves 
under the necessity of exercising such a power, in 
order to enable them to report upon the subject, 
but in order to do what may be considered justice 
to the person to whom [ allude, whose memorial 
is before them; and it is rather upon his sugges- 
tion (and we suppose that such suggestions will 
be made hereafter) that the committee apply for 
this power. I hope there will be no objection in 
the Senate to the usual order being made, that the 
Committee on Naval Affairs have power to send 
| for persons and papers. 

Mr. STUART. Will the Senator from Ten- 
nessee please state again what is his motion? 

Mr. BELL. I moved that in the case of the 
memorials which have been presented, complain- 
ing of the proceedings of the naval board under 
the act of the last Congress, power be given to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs to send for per- 
sons and papers, in order thatthey may do justice 
in the investigation, as far as they have time to 
proceed with it. It is known that we have not 
the power to compel the attendance of any person, 
on behalf of an officer whose conduct or character 
is supposed te be implicated. 

Mr. STUART. Is ita report from the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, asking for this authority ? 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I make the motion 
in behalf of the committee. 

The PRESIDENT. The Secretary will read 
the order proposed by the Senator from Ten- 
nessee, 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

Ordered, That the Committee on Naval Affairs have 
power to send for persons aud papers, to enable them to 
investigate matters pending before that committee. 

Mr. STUART. I do not like to o ypose ny- 
thing for which a committee of this body asks; 
but it really seems to me that this is opening a 
door that will never be closed. It is an applica- 
tion from the Committee on Naval Affairs of the 
Senate for power to send for persons and papers, 
to enable them to go into an investigation of every 
case that has been presented here, where an officer 
complains of the action of the late board. It seems 
to me that it will not lead to beneficial results. I 
do not know what expense is expected to attend 
it, but | apprehend that if gentlemen are sum- 
moned before the committee, it will be necessary 
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to pay them for it. While Lam willing that every- 
thing should be done in connection with this ques- 
tion which will throw light on any point that the 
Senate is called on to decide, 1 cannot shut my 
eyes to the fact that certain things are occurring 
here every day, the tendency of which—I will 
not say the object of which, because [ impugn no 
gentleman’s motives—is simply to create more 
feeling and more solicitude in the community, 
and particularly on the part of the individuals af- 
fected by the action of the board, and their friends, 
than already exist; and, so far as I can discover, 
without,any practical result. 

The Committee on Naval Affairs, some time 
since, reported a bill, which I have supposed was 
what the committee proposed to do in reference 
to this question. Twas not aware that they pro- 
posed to do anything else, nor have [ supposed 
that it was in their power to do anything else. 
Their power is to propose legislation. That bill, 
I repeat, | have understood to comprehend the 
scope of all the legislation which that committee 
recommends to the Senate on this subject. For 
that purpose, such an inquiry as this is not im- 
portant at all, because the bill already reported 
by the committee proposes to transfer any reme- 
dies, so far as they are to be made, to the exceu- 
uve department, where they properly belong. If 
there were to be a trial here, if an investigation 
were to be made here byw hich the Senate should 
be called upon to determine the propriety or im- 
propriety of the action of the President in any 
one of these cases, for the purpose of reviewing 
his action, that might presenta different question ; 
but I confess I should be very slow to adopt the 
policy in such a case as that. 

The petitions and memorials in these cases 
have been very numerous. They are not yet 
ended; they are coming in every day. If the 
Committee on Naval Affairs is to investigate all 
the allegations which they contain, and to send 
for persons and papers for that purpose, I say 
again, it seems to me to be opening a door that 
you will never find an opportunity to close. The 
only practical result which T cau discover will be 
to incur an enormous ¢ Xpenses to throw on the 
committee a vast amount of labor; to add greatly 
to the excitement and ill-feelibe which exists 
among these cfficers, and between them and the 
board and the Department, without producing 
any practical rood. 

While, as I have said, it is with creat reluet- 
ance that I objectto any proposition coming from 
a committee of this body, yet, unless the honor- 
able Senator from ‘Tennessee can furnish some 
reasons which [have not been able to contem- 
plate, I shall feel myself compelled to vote against 
this proposition. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Mr. President, the 
honorable Senator from Michigan, and every 
other Senator, is at liberty, and he is not only at 
liberty but it is his duty, to say here, by his vote 
upon this proposition, whether he will counte- 
nance such investigations before the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. Several resolutions have been 
offered to the Senate—I do not remember that 


more than one of them has been adopted—calling || 


for specific information, so far as it can be ob- 
tained, from the naval board, as to the grounds 
upon whic they proceeded in every individual 


case. Another proposition has been offered by | 


an honorable Senator, [Mr. Iverson,] which, I 
believe, is yet pending for consideration, propo- 
sing the appointment of a special committee to 
carry on these investigations. 

The Committee on Naval Affairs have seen 
from the first the great responsibility and labor 
of undertaking these investigations. The labor 
would be a matter of small consideration if they 
were physically able to perform it. From the 
beginning, it has been suggested that members 
of the board ought to be called before the com- 
mittee, individually, and compelled to state on 
oath the grounds on which they have disrated 
or dropped the officers who have been placed 
either on the retired list or on the dropped list. 
Much censure has, at least impliedly, been cast 
on those who are responsible for a failure to do 
this. Why, sir, if the proposition of the honor- 
able Senator from Georgia, to which I have al- 
luded, were adopted, I do not know but that the 
members of the board might feel themselves bound 
from a sense of self-respect to ask to be discharged 
from any further service on the naval committee. 


' Senate may fairly take into view. 
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The Committee on Naval Affairs have with | familiar or intimate with naval affairs generally. 


great reluctance come to the conclusion to enter 
into a special investigation of the case of any of 
the memorialists. ‘They can now do it only so 
far as they have power to do it. It may be ne- 
cessary for them to get authority from the Senate 
to sit during the sessions of the Senate, though | 
for myself I should regret to be under the neces- 
sity of asking such a privilege, because the meas- 
ures before Congress are of such a nature that 
every Senator who feels disposed to do his full 
duty to the country would wish to hear every | 
word that is said and to be present when every 
vote is given. The majority of the Committee 
on Naval Affairs, however, have come to the 
conclusion that it is proper to prosecute this in- 
vestigation to such an extent as will be in their | 
power by the adoption of this order by the 
Senate. 

if this power should be granted, and if attend- 
ance in the Senate of the members of the com- 
mittee should be dispensed with, they would be 
willing to go even to the extent of exhausting | 
their own physical powers to make such reports | 
ou the memorials submitted to them as would 
show reasonable ground to the public for the | 
action of the board in some cases, and would | 
show in others that the board was mistaken in 
the grounds which they acted in retiring or drop- 
ping officers. We should probably be able to 
show that officers were placed ‘on the furlough 
list when they ought fairly to have been placed on 
the leave-pay list; and that some who were drop- 
ped ought to have been retained. But whether it | 
will be in the power of the committee to do com- 
plete justice in all cases, we cannot undertake to 
say. It is possible that they may not be able to 
do it; but it will be in their power, afier proper 
investigation, to place before the Senate and the 
country the grounds on which the board proceeded 
in every individual case of complaint. ‘To insure 
this, however, adequate power should be given to 
them, 

We ask this power merely for the purpose of | 
enabling the committee to place the facts before 
the Senate, on the case of cach memorialist; but 
justice, wherever an individual citizen or officer 
is concerned, is a matier of public as well as of 
individual consideration. It is a matter which 
concerns the character of the naval board, the 
character of Congress, the character of the highest 
public functionaries of the Government. Our ob- 
ject is not so much to enable the committee to 


' extend their investigations so far as to be able to 


show the ground on which the board acted in the 
several cases in regard to which we have received 
memorials or protestations from the officers who 
have been affected by the proceedings of the board, 
because it is presumed we could probably ascer- 
tain that from the officers of the board, from doc- 
uments on file in the Navy Department, and from 
witnesses resident in the city of Washington; but, 


| sir, there are cases where officers, who have been 


affected by the action of the board, complain that 
they have been removed or disrated on charges | 
affecting their character, and they think it im- | 
portant to summon witnesses to disprove the im- 
putations which have been cast upon them. It 
1s on account of such cases, that it is more im- 


| portant that the committee should have the power 
it may be ne- | 


of sending for persons and papers. 
cessary for the purpose of doing justice to them; 
or, if they cannot accomplish al! that they desire, 
by having witnesses summoned to testify before 
the committee on their behalf, to disprove the alle- 
gations assumed by the naval board, at all events, 


by such a proceeding, the officers will have the | 


eratification of having been afforded an oppor- 
tunity of overthrowing the imputations which they 
suppose have been cast upon their character, 
Ihe Senator from Michigan has spoken of the 
expense of this proceeding. Why, sir, surely 
in examinations and proceedings of this nature 
something must always be left to the discretion 
of the committee, and they ought to be allowed 
to judge as to the expenditure to which they 
would feel authorized to go in any particular 
case. If they should find this course of examina- 
tion impracticable in fact, upon a fair experiment 
being made, they should ask the Senate for in- 
structions as to what they should do with the re- 
maining memorials, A|] these considerations the 
Tain but an 
humble member of the committee. I am not 


_ that great grievance. 


-asked for this power. 


_ nor with the regulations and modes of proceeding 
of naval courts of inquiry and naval courts-mar. 
tal, nor particularly with the grounds on which 


this board may have thought proper to proceed. 


_ but as a member of the committee, and as a Sen. 


ator, 1 should be opposed to proceeding to ay 
extravagant lengths with regard either to ex. 


| penditures or any other matter; and I should be 
_ opposed to creating greater excitement than could 


ay be avoided. 

The honorable Senator from Michigan has re. 
ferred to the report which has already been made 
by the Naval Committee, and the bill which the 
have submitted. I am free to say that that bil] 
was designed to open a way of doing justice to 
all officers who have been improperly dealt with, 
It proposes to place matters in such a position 
that the Executive may summon as many boards 
of inquiry as shall be thought proper. Waicone 


_are provided by that bill, which can be filled ) 


the President by restoring to the active list off- 
cers who have been improperly dropped, or placed 
on the furlough or leave-of-absence list. It also 
srovides that he may transfer officers from one 
fist to the other. That, however, is a measure 
which is merely pending. Whether it shall be- 
come a law or not,depends on the sentiment and 


| judgment of the Senate and House of Represent- 


atives. From the arguments used and positions 
assumed by a great number of Senators, it is ex- 
tremely doubtful whether that bill will become a 
law; and if not, what will you do? Will you 
resort to the ultima ratio in such a case—not the 
sword, but a complete demolition of all that has 
been done, with a view of giving some improved 
condition of efficiency to the Navy—annulling, 
annihilating the action of the board, and restoring 
all the dropped, furloughed, and retired officers 
to their original position and rank? You have 
nominations yet undecided of some two hundred 
officers for promotion. What will you do as to 
them? This question stands as a barrier to any 
further action on the subject. What are you to 
do with the dropped officers? If you shall repeal 
the late law, will they be restored to their ori- 
zinal positions? By the constitutional power of 
removal they have been already displaced. 

The bill which has been reported provides a 


_ means of inquiry by which, trusting to the justice 


of the President, the officers who have been 
dropped from the Navy, and who by the law of 
the last session continue dropped, may be restored. 
We propose to put it in the power of the Presi- 


' dent (providing vacancies for that purpose) to re- 
_ store them to their original position. Any inquiry 


which the naval committee can now pursue will 
only have a tendency to relieve from imputations 
cast on them the character of the naval board, and 
the character of those officers who complain that 
they have been unjustly and improperly treated, 


| No doubt there are many officers who have been 
| improperly dismissed—not intentionally, but in 


consequence of the infirmity of human nature 
and the uncertainty of human testimony. The 
majority of the committee propose, as far as we 
can, to pursue tue investigation into that point; 
and, I repeat, this power is asked for the sake of 


doing justice, which we might not otherwise be 


able to do, to the persons who have been im- 
plicated by the decisions of the board, and whose 
memorials are presented to us for the redress of 
It is in their behalf that I 
am instructed by the committee to ask the Senate 
to give them power to send for persons and 
papers. 

tis not for me to urge this matter any further. 


_Lhave stated as clearly as I could the grounds, as 


1 understand them, on which the committee have 
They are necessarily 
under the obligation of observing discretion, 
prudence, and sound judgment, as far as they 
possess them, in exercising the power which is 
sought. The great object is to leave to no one 
any just ground to complain that you have not 
afforded the means of a fair and full investiga- 
tion. The committee cannot justly feel aggrieved 


_ if the Senate shall refuse to grant this authority. 
_It is for the Senate to decide. 


Of course it is 
necessary that this proposition should be made 
openly and be discussed. If honorable Senators 
think, after discussion, that it should be voted 
down, we shall, until restricted by an order of 
the Senate, pursue our investigations as well as 
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we can, with such facilities of getting evidence 
wo and com. as we may have in our power with- 
out the order which I have proposed. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I desire to ask my friend 
from Tennessee whether the object of this request 
for power to send for persons and papers is in 


order to enable the committee to ascertain | 


whether the statements contained in the various 
memorials are true or not? Or is it to oe 
into the proceedings of the naval board? Or have 
the committee both purposes in view? 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I do not like to 
jimit or cireumscribe the purpose of the commit- 
iee by answering the inquiry specifically, because 
I do not know what the committee may mean as 
to these points. 
-ounds on which officers have been disrated from 
he active list, and placed on the furlough list or 
Jeave-pay list, and the grounds on which other 
officers have been dropped. We desire to ascer- 
tain, as far as we can, the foundation for the 
board’s action in each case which is presented to 
us for our consideration. As I have already at- 


‘ 
pad 
‘ 
t 


tempted to explain, this is a comparatively easy | 


task, because we can have access to officers here: 
they can be summoned to come before the com- 


mittee, and they would hardly fail to comply. | 


Thus, through that medium, we can ascertain the 
grounds on which the board have proceeded 
where the officer feels that injustice has been 
done him. Officers may suppose that, if they had 
the power to produce witnesses before the com- 


mittee, they could disprove the imputations cast | 
on them by official papers, which may be sub- | 
mitted to the committee from the Department, or 


by the action of the board on their character or 
efficiency as officers. 


tice to the protestants rather than for the purpose 
of ascertaining on what particular grounds the 
naval board proceeded. I have stated the objects 
as clearly as I can. 

Mr. BIGLER. Mr. President, I shall be very 


reluctant to vote against granting the Committee 


on Naval Affairs, or any other committee, author- | 
| 


ity to obtain such information as they may deem 
important to the discharge of the duty before 
them. I shall be very slow, also, notwithstand- 
ing the strong predilections which I have in favor 
of a measure of reform in the Navy, such as that 


which has been carried out, to adopt any policy | 


which may inflict immediate or remote injury 
upon any citizen of the United States. 

But, sir, not only has this discussion suggested 
to my mind the inquiry presented by my col- 
league, but additional ones. First, what is the 
information to be obtained? What is the purpose 
of thatinformation? And, above all, what appli- 
cation is proposed to be made of that information? 
What practical use will the committee make when 
they have acquired it? This is, to my mind, a 
great difficulty in the way of the proposition. I re- 
member very well that, in the discussions which 
have taken place on this subject, covering the whole 
ground, the main inquiry was, what can Congress 
do ?—what remedy is it competent for Congress to 
offer if wrong has been inflicted? The law of 
the last session, as I understand it, is not a law 
which produces final results; it is a suggestive 
or advisory law,—the power of the President, 
under the Constitution, being complete without 
the law, except so far as relates to the reserved, 
list and the full pay of those on that list. 

_ We have Mad an elaborate and a very interest- 
ing report from the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
accompanied by abill. That bill proposes certain 
remedies for those who it is alleged have suffered 
wrong. Pending the passage of this bill, pending 
itis exAmination here, the Committee on Naval 
Affairs now ask for power to send for persons 
and papers to get further information on this sub- 
Ject, and to acquire, I suppose, the entire details 
relating to the career of these naval officers. Very 
well, sir; that is all proper and right enough, if 
we can be informed as te the application of that 
intelligence when acquired. If the inquiry was 
in reference to the character, efficiency, and gen- 


eral qualifications of those who have been ai 


moted, and whose names are to be presented ere 
forconfirmation, I'should very readily understand 
the application to be made; but in reference to 
those who have been dropped, or furloughed, or 
retired on the reserved list, inquire what use can 
be made of the intelligence which the committee 


One object is to ascertain the | 


This power is asked for | 
. . e ° | 
the purpose of enabling the committee to do jus- 





justice, 


| this point. 


may obtain? Willitremedy a single injury? In 
what way? I have not been able to discover in 
what way the committee will make application of 
this information. Is the committee to become, to 
some eXtent or in some manner, a naval retiring 
board, to perform the functions of that defunct 
body? Are they to revise this subject, and make 
suggestions to the President; and is he, in the ex- 
ercise of his constitutional duties,to nominate some 
and withhold others? Isthatthe remedy? This 
is the simple practical point. I desire very much 
to vote for a grant of any degree of authority 
which the committee may think necessary, but I 
desire first to understand its practical application. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I do not know how 
to answer the inquiry of the Senator from Penn- 
sylvania, for | am not certain what is the drift of 
his remarks, except that he is rather indisposed 


to grant this power; and he states, as a reason, | 


that he can see no practical result to come from 
it. Does he not think it of importance to preserve 
untarnished the character of any officer of the 
Navy whom he may Know to be worthy, and 
who has been dropped by the naval board? Has 
he no desire to see an investigation which will 
exonerate such an officer from the dishonorable 
imputations implied in being dropped from the 
service? Would that be nothing? Is that aec- 
complishing no object? It is accomplishing a 
great object to an officer of high and proper feel- 
ing, who has been placed in such position before 
the country upon charges of which he has no 
knowledge, and of which, whatever they may 
be, he knows that he is innocent, and could refute 
them if an opportunity were offered him to do so; 
and whether he could or not succeed in satisfying 
the committee or Congress that he was guiltless, 
yet the public would have the power to do him 
That is one object that, I suppose, the 
committee may think is of some consequence. It 
will be a consolation to the friends of officers thus 
exposed to imputations, which they believe to 
be unjust, to have their conduct investigated, and 
reputation restored, though no other relief may 
be extended tothem. 

I do not like to be placed in the position of 
urging the grant of this power to the committee 
on the Senate; but I must answer the question as 
to what I suppose and believe to be the objects 
of the committee. Ifthere be any portion of the 
members of the Senate who desire to sustain the 
proceedings of the board, as far as they can be 
rightfully sustained, to maintain the effietency of 
the Navy as far as it is possible to carry out the 
objects which led to the passage of the law passed 
for that purpose so unanimously at the last session 
of Congress—if there are any Senators who have 


this great public interest—the naval establishment 


of the country—at heart, they may perhaps per- 
ceive that, by the course of investigation proposed 
by the committee, something may result to show 
that the action of the board can be sustained, ex- 
cept in those cases in which examination shall 
lead to the conclusion that they have made a mis- 
take—that they have done injustice, which can 
and ought to be remedied by the President, who 
has the appointing power in his hands, and can 
do full justice by restoring the injured officers, 
which neither the committee nor Congress can do. 
Will this be no practical result of the proposed 

investigations ? 
Again: a number of distinguished members of 
the Senate have intimated an opinion, that or 
i 


' can see no other remedy for the injustice whic 


may have been done to gallant, distinguished, and 
noble hearts, who have devoted so large a portion 
of their lives, not only to the service, but, in many 


' instances, to the glory of their country—that they 


can see no other means of redressing the wrongs 
which may have been done to the characters of 
gallant officers, of restoring them to the con- 


‘ fidence and respect of the country, but by the 


utter abolition of all that has been done under the 
late law. [should suppose the honorable Sen- 
ators who entertain these sentiments wougl sce 
at once that something might result from this 
investigation which would strengthen them in 
the conclusions to which they have come upon 
Those who think there is no other 
remedy than the repeal of the late law may be 
relieved from the necessity of such an extreme 
course by the results of this investigation. It 
may turn out that no injustice has been done by 
the naval board, which cannot be redressed by 
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the coéperation of Congress and the Executive, 
without undoing all the good which has been ac- 
complished under the late act of Congress. 

Again: it may result that those Senators who, 
perhaps, are not as sensitive as they ought to be 
to tlre rights of American citizens—who are not 
as regardful of the sensibilities which naturally 
belong to the officers of the Navy as a class, as 
others suppose they should be. and who are 
thought to he 
ceedings of the naval board, may be convinced 
by further examination that it is vain to att mpt 
to sustain its proceedings without inflicting so 
great an amount of injury on individual officers 
who have been disrated, or dropped from the 
service, as to outrage public opinion. It may 
appear by this investigation that the board have 
dropped, and th reby east imputation on the 
honor of so many meritorious and worthy officers 
of the Navy without any ade juate cause; and 
have disrated so many others—placing some on 
the leave list, and others on the furlough list— 
without any just reason for such discriminations, 
and have upon the whole done such gross injus- 
tice to many officers, that for any object or pur- 
pose connected with the Nav Vs or the promotion 
of the public interest, it would be better to abol- 
ish the entire naval establishment, and to build it 
up anew by new appointments and new arrange- 
ments. Investigation may lead—I do not think it 
will—but it may lead to such a result as that. It 
may show that the hoard have proceeded with so 
little care, with so little sense of justice to indi- 
vidual character, as well as to the publie interest, 
and under so great a misconception of their pow- 
ers, that their whole proceedings should be set 
aside as not fit to be sustained by Congress and 
the country. 


over anxious to sustain the pro- 


These are some of the practical results that may 
follow from pursuing this investigation. I have 
only stated what the committee propose, as far 
as they have the time and physical ability, and 
not to neglect too much other creat questions that 
require their attention in the Senate. When I 
have said these things, | bee to be understood 
that I, as one member of the committee, feel no 
other anxiety on this subject than to do what is 
best, to do justice to the individual complainants 
against the action of the board, to do justice to 
the board itself, to do justice to the public inter- 

sts by sustaining them as far as they can be sus- 
tained. If a majority of the Senate think it is 
altogether useless, and have made up their minds 
to a course which ought to dispense with this in- 
vestigation entirely, they will vote this proposi- 
tion down. 

Mr. IVERSON. The morning hour has ex- 
pired, and there was a subject under consideration 
in the Senate yesterday, on which the Senator 


| from Mississippi [Mr. Brown] has the floor. I 


desire to submit some remarks on the proposition 
of the Committee on Naval Affairs, in connection 
with a similar one which I had the honor to pre- 
sent some time since. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. 
privileged question. 

Mr. IVERSON. I ask the Senator from Ten- 
nessee to let the resolution lie on the table for the 
yresent, 

Mr. BIGLER. I hope the Senator from 
Georgia will allow me to make an explanation 
which will not re quire more than a minute or two. 

Mr. IVERSON. I yield the floor to the Senator 
from Pennsylvania, with the understanding that 
this subject shall go over. 

Mr. BIGLER. I desire simply to say that, so 
far as regards the interest which the committee 
very properly take in the character of those noble 
men who have so well served their country, and 
yet who manifestly feel that the action of the 
naval board has cast reproach on their characters 
as officers, Lam with the committee most heartily. 
But, sir, the remarks which I made this morning 
were intended to apply distinctly to the question 
of legal remedy, and the application of the in- 
formation which the committee should acquire. 
If that be not the purpose, the object of the com- 
mittee is a very different one; and I suggest 
whether it is not at the same time, to some ex- 
entt, an unusual one. The committee are to be a 
medium of acquiring and disseminating almost 


I think this is a 


boundless information and facts in reference te 


the character, and qualities, and efficiency of those 
who have been dropped or furloughed by the 
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retiring board. It is a wider purpose. But I do 
not intend, nor have I intended, to take a distinct 
position against the grant. My desire was to 
obtain more explicit views from the Senator from 
Tennessee on behalf of the committee. 

The PRESIDENT. The morning hour has 
expired. The special order comes up, which is 
the unfinished business of yesterday. 

Mr. FISH. I trust I shall be allowed to say 
a word or two. The last remark of the Senator 
from Pennsylvania might imply that the com- 
mittee are going to investigate the cases of all 
those officers who have been acted on by the 
board; and I desire to say that the committee 
have no idea of considering any except those 
who may have presented petitions, and thus 
brought themselves under the jurisdiction of the 
committee, 

The PRESIDENT. The Senate will now pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the unfinished busi- 
ness of yesterday. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. 
ileged question? 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair is under the 
impression that it is not. 

Mr. HUNTER. I would ask the Senator from 
Tennessee what makes this a privileged question? 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. It is an applica- 
tion of a committee for the privilege of sending 
for persons and papers. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair is under the 
impression that it is not a privileged question. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. 1 will ask the 
Chair whether this question will come up firstin 
the morning hour to-morrow? 

The PRESIDENT. Yes, sir, it will be the 
first business in order during the morning hour. 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Cuttom, their Clerk, announced that they 
had passed a bill to define the jurisdiction of the 
district and circuit courts of the United States, 
for the district of East Tennessee. 


THREE MILLION BILL. 


Is not this a priv- 


The PRESIDENT. The Senate will now pro- 


ceed to the consideration of the unfinished busi- 
ness of yesterday, being the bill (S. No. 124) to 
increase the efficiency of the United States Army. 
The pending question is on the amendment offered 
by the Senator from California, |[Mr.Wet.er. | 

Mr. HALE. Does that take precedence of the 
subject which was made the special order of to- 
day? 

The PRESIDENT. It does, being the unfin- 
ished business of yesterday. On the question 
before the Senate the Senator from Mississippi 
{Mr. Brown] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. SEWARD. I call for the yeas and nays 
on the amendment. 

Mr. WELLER. I desire that the Secretary 
shall read the amendment as I have modified it. 
I have inserted a provision which authorizes 
the President of the United States to transfer the 
specific appropriations from one item to another, 
if in his judgment, the public interests shall de- 
mand it. It is doubtful whether all the States 
will send in the old muskets for repairs, and I 
propose to guard against that. 

The Secretary read the amendment as modi- 
fied, as follows: 


To be applied and expended in the following manner, to 
wit: 

For altering small-arms of the old patterns, including those 
now in the possession of the several States aud Territories, 
$1,250,000, 

For sea-coast and garrison guns, mounted, $600,000. 

For manufacturing small-arms, of new models, $250,000. 

For manufacturing small-arm accouterments, $100,000. 

For supplying ammunition for small-arms, $150,000. 

For supplying ammunition for sea-coast, garrison, and 
field guns, $450,000, 

For increasing the capacity of the arsenals, $200,000. 

Provided, That the President shall have power, should 
he deem it advantageous to the public service and necessary 
for the proper execution of the works mentioned, to trups- 
fer the amounts designated for one or more of those objects 
to another of those objects. 


The veas and nays were ordered. 


iI 


|, merely desire that they shall be ordered to be 


| The PRESIDENT. It is not in order to call 

for a division of the question. The Senator can 

reach his object by moving to strike out, or by 
moving to strike out and insert. 

Mr. HALE. [ move to strike out the proviso. 

I think the proviso destroys the specifications. 


While I am up, I wish to ask the chairman of | 


the Committee on Finance whether we have not 
a general law by which appropriations may be 
transferred? Ido not remember what it is, but 
probably the chairman of that committee knows. 

Mr. HUNTER. It strikes me, but I cannot 


speak with certainty, that these separate heads | 
would be transferable under the general law. I | 
think all appropriations for ordnance and arms | 


are transferable without this provision, but I am 
not certain. 


Mr. HALE. Ihave the same impression. The | 


rule is different in the Army and Navy. In one 
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Department they have power to transfer, and in | 
the other they have not. That is my impression. | 


Mr. HUNTER. 


I cannot answer with cer- | 


tainty without examining the law; but my im- | 
pression is that these appropriations are transfer- | 


able. 

Mr. HALE. Imove to strike out the proviso, 
and on that [ask for the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDENT. The Senator from Mis- 
sissippi is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. BROWN addressed the Senate on the sub- 
ject of our existing relations with Great Britain. 
After speaking about an hour and a half he said: 
I feel suddenly unwell, and am unable to proceed 
further. 1 will not ask the indulgence of the 
Senate to allow me to conclude my remarks on 
another day; but I wish simply to ask the priv- 
ilege of submitting the remainder of my remarks 
to the press without delivering them. 

Mr. TOUCEY, Mr. COLLAMER, and others. 
Oh, no; we will hear you on another day. 

Mr. ADAMS. I move that the further con- 
sideration of the subject be postponed until to- 
morrow. 


Mr. WELLER. The only objection I can have 


| to that is, that I believe there is another special 


order for to-morrow, and I do not wish to in- 
terfere with assignments already made by the 
Senate. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. There was a special as- 
| signment for to-day; but that was laid aside for 
| this bill. 
| Mr. WELLER. If this bill will be entitled to 
| prefereyce to-morrow, as the unfinished business, 
| I shall have no objection to the course which is 
suggested. 

Mr. BROWN. [hope the Senate will not con- 
sider that 1 ask for any indulgence. I am will- 
ing that the Senate shall take what course they 
rlease. 

The PRESIDENT. If this bill be left as the 
unfinished business of to-day, it will have prece- 
dence to-morrow over any other business. 

Mr. HUNTER. _ Before this question passes 
_ from the Senate, I desire to correct a mistake into 

which I fell this morning. In reply to a question 
of the Senator from New Hampshire, [Mr. Haur,] 
| 1 told him that I was under the impression that 
these appropriations could be transferred under 
existing eon: if there were no such pr vision as 
that which is proposed to be incorporated in the 
| bill by the Senator from California. 1 find on ex- 
amination that | was wrong in that opinion, and 
| that they cannot be transferred without special 





| authority for that purpose. 


Mr. HALE. Lasked for the yeas and nays 
on my amendment, and I desire to have that 
question taken before the bill is postponed. I do 
| not ask to have the yeas and nays taken now; I 


| taken. : 
| The PRESIDENT. The Senator from New 
| Hampshire has moved to strike out the proviso 


|| in the amendment of the Senator from California; 


} and on that question he asks for the yeas and 


|; hays. 


s 
Mie WELLER. The only objection I have to 


| Mn ave 
‘| ordering the yeas and nays at the present time is, 


Mr. HALE. I wish to inquire ifit is in order || thatI may feel disposed to modify theamendment; 
to ask fora division of the question on the amend- | and if the yeas and nays shall now be ordered, it 


ment? 
The PRESIDENT. 
@itike out or to insert. 


Mr. HALE. 
amendment without the proviso. 


It is in order to move to 


I wish to have the vote on the | 


| will be out of my power to do so hereafter. 


Mr. HALE. 
call. 
The further consideration of the bill was post- 
poned until to-morrow. 


hen I will not insist on the 
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NAVAL BOARD. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Many resolutions have been 
presented in reference to the action of the late 
naval board, and the difficulties attendant upon 
the subject appear to increase. I give notice that 
on Thursday next I shall call up the resolutions 
which I yesterday presented, and which were 
then read for information, as I believe that day 
has not been fixed for any other business. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


On motion by Mr. MALLORY, the Senate 
proceeded to the consideration of executive busi- 
ness; and after some time spent therein, the dooys 
were reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 











HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, March 11, 1856. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. Danie, Waxpo. 


The Journalof yesterday was read and approved, 


The SPEAKER stated, that the first business 
in order was the resolution reported by the Com- 
mittee of Elections. 


THE PUBLIC LANDS. 


Mr. PECK, by unanimous consent, introduced 
the following resolution; which was read, con- 
sidered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be requested 
to report to this House what measures have been taken to 
execute the provisions of the * act to graduate and reduce 
the price of the public lands to actual settlers and cultiva- 
tors,”? approved August 4, 1854; and what further legisla- 
tion, ifany, is necessary to secure the objects, and to carry 
out the provisions of said act. 

ELISHA KENT KANE. 

Mr. TYSON, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced the following preamble and resolution; 
which were read, considered, and agreed to: 

Whereas, the intrepid conduct and scientific zeal of Dr, 
Elisha Kent Kane, in his late expedition to the Polar regions 
in search of Sir John Franklin, aided by the officers and 
men under his command, have placed his name in the first 
rank among Arctic explorers; and whereas the observa- 
tions and discoveries he has made are important additions 
to geographical and meteorological science, and valuable in 
the light which they shed upon the currents of the ocean, 
upon the mysterious changes in the magnetic needle, and 
upon the physical laws of this globe ; and whereas the nar- 
rative of these heroic labors aud their magnificent results 
should be widely diffused, as well to encourage the spirit 
of scientific research among our countrymen as to express 
the profound sense we entertain of the merits and services 
of the explorer: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Library be instructed 
to inquire into the character of the book about to be issued 
by Dr. Kane, as to letter-press, illustrations and binding, 
and report their opinion of the expediency of ordering a 
certain number of copies thereof for use and distribution. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEE ON PRINTING. 


Mr. FLAGLER, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, to whom was referred the resolution of the 
House ordering the printing of twenty thousand 
extra copies of the reports of the majority and 
minority in the case of the Kansas contested 
election, reported the following resolution; which 
was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That twenty thousand extra copies of said 
reports, as presented to the House on the Sth instant, be 
printed for the use of the members of the House. 

Mr. F. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the resolution to print one thousand 
extra copies of the report of the superintendent of 
the Government Hospital for the Insane, for his 
use, reported the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That five hundred extra copies of the said re- 


port be printed, to be placed at the disposal of said superin- 
tendent. 


CLAIMS OF REVOLUTIONARY OFFICERS, ETC. 


Mr. BROOM, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced the following bill, of which previous notice 
had been given; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims: 

A bill to provide for the settlement of the claims 
of the officers of the revolutionary army, and of 
the widows and orphan children of those who 
died in the service. 

BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. WALKER, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced the following bill, of which previous 
notice had been given; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Commerce: 
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~ A bill for continuing the improvement of the 

harbor of Mobile, Alabama, at Dog river bar, 

Choctaw Pass, and at the Lower Fleet. 
PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR. 


Mr. EDWARDS. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to introduce the following res- 
olution: 


Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms, and the Door- 


keeper of this House, be directed to enforce strictly the rule 
of the Thirty-Second Congress, in regard to persons not 
privileged to a place upon this floor. 


Mr. ORR. There is no necessity for that res- | 


olution. Letthe Doorkeepers do their duty, and 
there will be no necessity for it. 
Mr. WRIGHT, of Tennessee. 


resolution. 
TERRITORIAL JURISDICTION OF COURTS. 


Mr. SNEED, by unanimous consent of the 
House, introduced a bill to define the jurisdic- 


I object to the 


tion of the circuit and district courts of the United | 
States for the eastern district of Tennessee; which | 


was read a first and second time. 


Mr. SNEED. I do not deem it necessary that | 
the bill should be referred to any committee. No | 
member can poysibly object to it, as it simply is 
to define by counties the jurisdiction of the cir- | 
cuit and district courts of the United States, so as || 


toavoid the necessity, which exists under the 
present law, to introduce proof that certain new 
counties have been established in Tennessee, and 
framed out of old counties which formerly be- 
longed within certain State judicial districts. I 
desire to have the bill acted upon and passed at 
the earliest possible moment, so as to meet the 
necessities of a court shortly to be held in Ten- 
nessee. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I would like to know from 
the gentleman from Tennessee whether the effect 
of the bill is not merely to include some new 


counties formed in the judicial district, which | 


were previously existing in old counties? 

Mr. SNEED. That is the whole of it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The purpose is to include 
by this bill some new counties in the judicial dis- 
trict which have been recently few, but which 
existed in the district before. 

Mr. SNEED. At an early day, Mr. Speaker, 
judicial districts were formed in Tennessee by 
certain names. The act of Congress vested juris- 


diction over certain counties by name, in the Fed- | 


eral courts of Eastern Tennessee. At that period 


there were comparatively few counties in Eastern 


Tennessee; but new counties have since been 
formed within the district; and subsequent acts 
of Congress, vesting jurisdiction in the Federal 


courts of Eastern Tennessee, have referred to | 


former acts designating the jurisdiction by State 
judicial districts. 

It is necessary, therefore, under previous acts 
of Congress, to prove jurisdiction in every case 
of criminal prosecution. It is necessary to intro- 
duce Witnesses, for the purpose of establishing 
the fact, that certain counties were embraced in 
the old State judicial district; and, as many of 
these counties were formed a long time since, it 
is difficult now to find old men to prove that fact. 
This bill, 1 would further say, has been intro- 
duced on the recommendation of the district at- 
torney of the United States for the eastern dis- 
trict of Tennessee. It is only to define and make 
certain by law that which is now indefinite. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read | 
a third time; gnd being engrossed, it was accord- | 


ingly read a third time and passed. 
IMPROVEMENT OF THE OHIO RIVER. 


Mr. DUNN. Iask the unanimous consent of 
the House to introduce now a bill, of which pre- 


vious notice has been given; and I beg its in- | 


dulgence simply to remark, that I wish to have 
it referred to a select committee of seven—one 
from each of the six States which are designated 


in the bill, and one from a State further south, on | 


the waters of the Mississippi, either Louisiana or 
the State of Mississippi. I hope the bill will be 
allowed to take that direction. 

There being no objection, the bill was read a 
first and second time by its title, as follows: 

A bill enabling the States of Virginia, Penn- 
sylvania, Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana, and [ilinois 


to improve the navigation of thé river Ohio; and | 


zranting lands to said States in aid thereof, and 
or other purposes. 
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| Mr. Speaker, why that bill should take a course 
different from that ordinarily taken by bills for 
the appropriation of public lands. A good many 
bills have been presented here, granting public 
lands for certain purposes, and all have gone to 
the Committee on Public Lands. It does seem 
to me, that this bill should go to some one of the 
standing committees of the House. I can see no 
reason why it should net take the same direction 
as other bills relating to public lands. 1 hope the 
gentleman from Indiana will consent to let it take 
that direction. 

Mr. DUNN. The great object of this bill is 
to secure the permanent improvement of the river 
Ohio by the means of encouraging and aiding the 
States through which that river passes, by grant- 
ing them a certain amount of land. Several of 
these States have recently taken the matter into 
consideration, and have passed some acts of their 
respective Legislatures on the subject. It is, in 
my judgment, important that we should have 
this bill referred to a select committée composed 
of members from these States; so that the com- 
mittee thus brought together can represent what 
are the feelings, and views, and sentiments of the 
States interested in this matter. I hope it will 
take that course; and for that object alone. 

The question was taken, and the bill was re- 
ferred to a select committee of seven. 

MEXICAN BOUNDARY SURVEY. 

Mr. HERBERT, by unanimous consent, offered 
the following resolution; which was read, and, 
under the rule, referred to the Committee on 
Printing: 

Resolved, That five thousand copies of the report of the 
Secretary of the Interior, communicating the report and 
map of A. B. Gray, late United States surveyor of the 
Mexican boundary, and printed by order of the Senate at 
the last session, be printed, and the map engraved, for the 


use of the House ; and that the Clerk of the House be, and | 


he is hereby, directed to cause to have attached to said report 
any memoir, furnished by A. B. Gray, of the newly-acquired 
territory from Mexico, and that one hundred copies of said 
report be appropriated to the use of A. B. Gray. 


LANDS FOR SCHOOLS. 


RT RT Pore . oe | 
Mr. KENNETT, by unanimous consent, in- 


troduced a bill granting to the inhabitants of 
the town of Saint Genevieve, in the State of Mis- 
souri, for the support of schools, certain vacant 
tracts and lots of land; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 


COLTON’S ATLAS. 
Mr. BENSON. 


Committee on Printing. It is as follows: 


each of the standing committees of the House, and 
copies for the use of the members of the House. 


Mr. WHEELER. I object to that. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message was received from the Senate by 

| Aspury Dickins, its Secretary, notifying the 

House that that body had passed bills of the fol- 

lowing titles, and asking its concurrence therein: 





barracks and quarters, for the year ending the 
30th June, 1857; 
An act relating to punishment in the Peniten- 
tiary; and 
An act for regulating the terms of the circuit 
court of the District of Columbia, and for other 
| purposes. 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS IN COLUMBIA, S. C. 


Mr. BOYCE, by unanimous consent, offered 
the following resolution; which was read, con- 
sidered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That it be referred to the Committee on the 


Post Office and Post Roads to inquire into the expediency | 


of ordering a publie building inthe city of Columbia, South 


that place. 
IMPROVEMENT OF HARBORS. 
Mr. WALBRIDGE, by unanimous consent, 


introduced bills, of which previous notice had | 
been given; which were severally read a first | 
and second time by their titles, as follows, and | 


referred to the Committee on Commerce: 
A bill making appropriations for completing 


| Mr. WALBRIDGE. I can see nagood reason, 


I ask leave to introduce a 
resolution, in order that it may be referred to the | 


Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be authorized | 
| to inquire into the expediency of procuring one copy of | 
Colton’s Atias of the World, in two volumes, for the use of 


An act making appropriations for fortifications | 
,and other works of defense, and for repairs of || 


| tofore, under the rules. 


Carolina, for the use of ‘the post office and federa] court at | 
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the harbor at St. Joseph, in the State of Mis- 
souri; and 

A bill making an appropriation for the con- 
struction of a harbor at New Buffalo, in the State 
of Michigan. 

Mr. RICE. Iask the unanimous consent of 
the House to introduce a bill, of which previous 
notice has been given. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I object, and 
call for the regular order of business. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
ness is the consideration of the report of the Com- 
mittee of Elections in reference to the Kansas 
contested election, upon which the gentleman 
from Georgia [Mr. Sternens] is entitled to the 
floor. 

Mr. WASHBURN. With the consent of the 
gentleman from Georgia, 1 desire to state that on 
Thursday next [I shall endeavor to bring the 
House to a vote upon this report. 

Mr. STEPHENS. ‘The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, over the way, [Mr. Miuson,] two or three 
days ago introduced a privileged motion upon 
which he desired to address the House. Iam my- 
self disposed to allow the gentleman to go on with 
his remarks this morning; and for that purpose 
I would suggest that the regular order of business 
be postponed for one hour. I am willing to yield 
the floor for that time to accommodate him. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it com- 
petent for the House to postpone the regular 
order of business; but, if it be postponed, it must 
be for the day. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I suppose there will be no 
objection to the gentleman from Virginia occupy- 
ing an hour. 

The SPEAKER, If there be no objection the 
gentleman from Virginia will proceed with his 
remarks. 

Mr. KELSEY. } 

A Member. What does the gentleman wish 
to speak on? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state. The 
gentleman from Virginia on Friday last submit- 
ted a motion to reconsider the vote by which the 
House referred certain joint resolutions from the 
Legislature of Virginia relating to the action of 
the naval board. It is upon that motion that the 
Chair understands the gentleman from Virginia 
desires to speak. If there be no objection he will 
proceed with his remarks, 

Mr. KELSEY. ‘There is objection. 

Mr. MILLSON. I desire to say that I did 
not ask, and would not have asked, the permis- 
sion of the House to speak this morning. The 
gentleman from Georgia expressed his willing- 
ness to yield the floor for one hour; and I wish 
the House to understand that the application was 
at his instance, and not mine. I myself should 
not again have asked the consent of the House. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I wish to raise a question of 
order; not that I have any feeling myself upon 
the matter. I do not care whether my colleague, 


I object. 


| (Mr. Mituson,] or the gentleman from Georgia, 


{Mr. Srepuens,] occupies the floor Sor the next 
hour, but I desire that the practice of the House 
may be established under the rule. 

As I understand it, my colleague, on Friday 
last, made a motion to reconsider, which is a priv- 
ileged motion that any member of the House has 
the right at any time to call up. That, I think, 
has been the uniform practice of the Llouse here- 
Isubmit, therefore, that 
my colleague has the right to call up the motion 


| to reconsider, and to address the House upon the 


motion. 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair understands that 
a motion to reconsider is privileged above any 
other motion of the same grade; but the resolu- 
tion before the House is of ahigher grade of priv - 
ilege, inasmuch as it involves the right of a mem- 
ber of the House to his seat. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I would suggest to the Chair 
also another reason why the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia has not the right to call up his motion now. 
Even admitting that the gentleman from Virginia 
had the right to call up his motion to reconsider, 
the fact that the gentleman from Georgia is enti- 
tled to the floor would prevent him from calling 
it up now. 

Mr. BOCOCK. 
yields the floor. 

Mr. MILLSON. I merely wish to say, thatat 
the time I made the motion I was not disposed 


The gentleman from Georgia 
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press it, though I thought at the time that it was 
a privileged motion. I stated that I did not de- 


ee _— ee 


|| to inquire into and collect evidence-in regard to the troubles || officers who served under him in the sloop of 
|| in her conflict with the British vessel of w 


| 


wire to interfere with the special order of the | 


House: but I said on Friday last that, as I desired 
to leave the city for afew io not having leftit 
for one single day since the commencement of the 
session, it would be a matter of considerable con- 
venience to me to be enabled to express my views 
on that question before | went. But I did not 
intend again to ask the consent of the House, 
though the gentleman from Georgia was kind 
enough to ask it in my behalf. 


The SPEAKER. Tf there be no objection, the | 


gentleman from Virginia will proceed. 
Mr. HICKMAN. I object. 


KANSAS ELECTION. 
The SPEAKER. 


The business before the | 


House, then, is the report of the Committee of | 


Elections, upon which the gentleman from Georgia | 


is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. STEPHENS then took the floor, and oc- 
cupied it for one hour. His speech will be pub- 
lished in the Appendix. 

Mr. DUNN next addressed the House. The 


report of his remarks is withheld for revision, and | 


will be published in the Appendix. 
Mr. WRIGHT, of Tennessee, then obtained 
the floor, and remarked that he would prefer that 


the House should now adjourn, and then he | 


would have the floor to-morrow morning. 

Mr. WAKEMAN. If the gentleman from 
Tennessee does not desire to occupy the time of 
the House this evening, I will take the floor. 

Mr. WRIGHT. If there is no objection to my 
having the floor to-morrow morning, | will yield 
to the gentleman from New York. 

Mr. MORGAN. I object. 

Mr. WRIGHT. If any gentleman objects, I 
will proceed now. 

Mr. ORR. 


floor, | will move that the House do now adjourn, 


If the gentleman will yield the | 


and then he will be entitled to the floor to-mor- | 


row morning. 


not adjourn. 

Mr. ORR. 
refused to a member. 

Mr. WRIGHT. 
to be made. 

Mr. ORR. 
journ. 

Mr. MORGAN. UponthatI demand the yeas 
and nays, 

Mr. SHERMAN. I believe this matter can be 
accommodated, ‘The gentleman desires to speak 
to-morrow, and there are other gentlemen who 
desire to speak to-day. I suggest that, by unan- 
imous consent, the gentleman be allowed the floor 
to-morrow morning, so that some other gentle- 
man who desires to speak to-day may be per- 
mitted to take the floor, and proceed with his 
remarks. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection 
that course will be pursued. 

Mr. TRAFTON. I object. 

‘The yeas and nays were then ordered. 

Mr. MORGAN.” I withdraw my demand for 
the yeas and nays. 

Mr. ORR, As the call for the yeas and nays 
has been withdrawn at the request of the gen- 
tleman from ‘Tennessee, I widilvew the motion 
to adjourn. 


Mr. WRIGHT then addressed the House in 


It is a courtesy which is seldom 


1 yield to allow that motion | 


I move that the House do now ad- |! 
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in Kansas generally, and particularly in regard to any fraud 
or force attempted or practiced in reference to any of the 
elections which have taken place in said ‘lerritory, either 


under the law organizing said Territory, or under any pre- | 
tended law which may be alleged to have taken effect therein | 


since. That they shall fully investigate and take proof of 
all violent and tumultuous proceedings in said Territory, 
at any time since the passage of the Kansas-Nebraska act, 
whether engaged in by residents of said Territory, or by 
any person or persons from elsewhere going into said Ter- 
ritery, and doing, or encouraging others to do, any act of 
violence or public disturbance against the laws of the United 
States, or the rights, peace, and safety of the residents of 
said Territory: and for that purpose said committee shall 
have full power to send for and examine, and take copies 
of all such papers, public records and proceedings, as in 
their judgment will be useful in the premises; and, also, to 


send for persons, and examine them on oath, or affirmation, |) 
as to matters within their knowledge, touching the matters | 


of said investigation; and said committee, by their chairman, 


shall have power to administer all necessary oaths or affirma- | 


tions connected with their aforesaid duties. 


Resolved further, That said committee may hold their | 


investigations at such places and times as to them may 


seem advisable, and that they have leave of absence from || 
the duties of this House until they shall have completed | 


such investigation. That they be authorized to employ 
one or more clerks, and one or more assistant sergeants-at- 
arms, to aidthem in their investigation; and may adminis- 
tertothem an oath or affirmation faithfully to perform the 
duties assigned to them, respectively, and to keep secret all 
matters Which may come to their knowledge touching such 
investigation as said committee shall direct, until the re- 
port of the same shall be submitted to this House; and 


said committee may discharge any such clerk, or assistant || 


sergeant-at-arms, for neglect of duty or disregard of instruc- 
tions in the premises, and employ others uader like regula- 
tions. 

Resolved further, Thatif any person shall in any manner 
obstruct or hinder said committee, or attempt so to do, in 
their said investigation, or shall refuse to attend on said 
committee, and to give evidence when summoned for that 
purpose, or shall refuse to produce any paper, book, public 
record, or proceeding in their possession or control, to said 
committee when so required, or shall make any disturbance 
where said committee is holding their sittings, said commit- 


tee may, if they see fit, cause any and every such person to | 


be arrested by said assistant sergeant-at-arms, and brought 
before this House to be dealt with as for a contempt. 
Resolved further, That for the purpose of defraying the 
expenses of said commission, there be, and hereby is, ap- 
propriated the sum of $10,000,to be paid out of the con- 
tingent fund of this House. 
Resolved further, That the President of the United States 


| be, and is hereby, requested to furnish to said committee, 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Lhope we shall } 


should they be met with any serious opposition by bodies of 
lawless men, in the discharge of their duties aforesaid, such 
aid from any military force as may at the time be conve- 
nient to them, as may be necessary to remove such opposi- 
tion, and enable said committee without molestation to 
proceed with their labors. 

Resolved further, That when said committee shall have 
completed said investigation, they report all the evidence 
so collected to this House. 


The SPEAKER. The resolutions proposed by 


the gentleman are not in order pending the mo- 


| tion to recommit the resolution reported by the 


committee. 


Mr. DUNN. So I supposed. I’give notice, 


however, that I shall offer them as a substitute | 


whenever it shall be in order. 


CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 
Mr. PRINGLE. 


| of the President concerning. Indian disturbances 


relation to the state of affairs in the Territory of | 
Kansas, and in favor of General Whitfield’s | 


right to the seat, 


His speech will be published 
Mr. ‘TRAFTON obtained the floor. 


in the Apa | 


Mr. DUNN. ¢ 
i will move that the House do now adjourn; but 
I desire first to have read the resolutions which 


If the gentleman will give way | 


in-Orezon was referred to the Committee on In- | 
I think it should appropriately go | 


dian Affairs. 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. [ therefore 
move to reconsider the vote by which it was 
referred; and, if that motion prevails, shall move 
that it be referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman propose 
action on the motion to reconsider now? 

Mr. PRINGLE. Yes, sir. I think the change 
of reference had better be made. 

Mr. HOUSTON. These papers were sent to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs on motion of 
the gentleman from Oregon, [Mr. Lane,] who is 
not now in his seat. I made objection to the ref- 


| erence at the time, and he came to my seat and 


1 indicated my purpose to offer as a substitute || 


for the resolution proposed by the Committee | 

of Elections. They will then be printed in the | 

Globe in the morning, and gentlemen can have | 

an opportunity of reading them and understand- | 

ing them when they come up for action. 
Mr. TRAPTON, 

standing that I am to have the floor in the morn- 


ing. 
‘he resolutions were read, and are as follows: } 


Resolved, That a committee of three of the members of 
this House, to be appointed by the Speaker, shall proceed 


sent, offered the following resolution; which was | 
I will yield with the under- | 


gave me a reason for the reference, which I thought | 


wasa good ont. I would suggest, therefore, that 


the motion lie over until he is present. 

Mr. PRINGLE. Under the circumstances I 
am quite satisfied that the motion should be en- 
tered on the Journal and lie over. 


MEDAL TO CAPTAIN JAMES LAWRENCE. 
Mr. FULLER, of Maine, by unanimous con- 


read , considered, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be, and 


are hereby, directed to inquire whether the resolution of | 


Congress, approved January 11, 1814, requesting the Pres- 


ident of the United States to cause to be presented to the | 


nearest male relative of Captain James Lawrence a gold 
medal, and a silver medal to each of the commissioned 


On yesterday, the message | 





—— 
war Hornet, 
ar, Peacock 


| has been complied with ; and, if not, what further le 
is necessary to cause sajd resolution to be execute 


| report by bill or otherwise. ‘ 


On motion by Mr. FLORENCE, it was 


Ordered, That leave be granted for the withdrawal from 
the files of the House of the petition and papers of Eve 
Milis, (copies being left,) in order that they may be returned 
to the claimant. 

And then, on motion by Mr. LETCHER, the 
House (at twenty minutes to four o’clock) ad- 
journed until to-morrow, at twelve o’clock, m, 


gislation 
d, and to 
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IN SENATE. 

Wenpnespay, March 12, 1856. 

| Prayer by the Rev. Danie, Watpo. 

| TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved, 

| 


} 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
|| Senate a report of the Postmaster General, com. 
/municating, in compliance with a resolution of 
| the Senate, information respecting the rinting 

for the Post Office Department during the year 
ending December 31, 1855, not executed under the 
_ provisions of the act of August 26, 1852; which, on 
/ motion by Mr. Sewarp, was referred to the Com- 


|| mittee on Finance. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


|| Mr. WELLER presented. the memorial of 
|| Major Barnard, and tweniy-six other officers of 
the United States Army stationed at West Point, 
| praying for an increase of the commutation price 
| of rations; which was referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented a communication and 
other papers from the Mayor of Georgetown, in 
the District of Columbia, relative to the purchase 
of a site and erection of a building for the accom- 
modation of the cystom-house and post office in 
Georgetown, District of Columbia; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BIGLER presented the memorial of the 
Board of Trade of Philadelphia, praying that 
Congress will make provision for furnishing 
boards of trade and chambers of commerce, in 
the various cities of the Union, with the public 
documents printed by order of Congress; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Library. 

Also, the memorial of citizens of Pennsylvania, 
remonstrating against the action of the late naval 
retiring board, and asking Congress to do justice 
to the injured parties; which was ordered to lie 
upon the table. 

Mr. PRATT presented resolutions of the Legis- 
lature of Maryland, urging upon Congress the 
repayment of the money advanced by the State 
of Maryland, in 1791 and 1792, to the United 
States, for the purpose of erecting public buildings 
at the city of Washington; which were referred 
to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Also, the memorial of the Board of Trade of 
Baltimore, asking for the passage of alaw directing 
the various public documents printed by order of 
Congress to be sent to that and to similar incor- 
porated boards of trade throughout the country; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Li- 
brary. 

Also, the petition of Mary Haubbert, daughter 
of Jacob Bowers, deceased, a soldier in the war 
of 1812, praying to be allowed bounty land; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 


DR. KANE’S ARCTIC EXPEDITION. 

Mr. BIGLER. Mr. President, I present res- 
olutions of the Legislature of Pennsylvania, in 
reference to the expedition of Dr. Kane in the 
Arctic regions; which I ask to have read. 

The Secretary read the resolutions, wh-ch re- 
| cognize, on the part of Dr. Kane’s native State, 
the value of the services rendered by the expe- 
| dition which he commanded, and the gallant 
conduct displayed in its management, and return 
‘| to him, and the officers and crew under his com- 
mand, the thanks of the Commonwealth of Penn- 
sylvania. They also commend the results of the 
| explorations as worthy of the attention and pat- 
ronage of the General Government. . 

Mr. BIGLER. I move that the resolutions 
which have just been read be referred to the 
| Committee on the Library, with instructions to 
‘| inquire into the expediency of purchasing, for the 
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use of the Senate, a certain number of copies of 
the Narrative of Dr. E. K. Kane’s Expedition, 
to be published by Messrs. Childs & Peterson, 
of Philadelphia. 

With the consent of the Senate, Mr. President, 
[ will submit a few remarks in explanation of 
the motion which | have just made. It is gen- 
erally known, sir, that Dr. E. K. Kane, of Phil- 
adelphia, acting under the instructions of the 
Navy Department, and supplied mainly through 
the generous pres of Mr. Grinnell, of New 
York, left the United States, in May, 1853, as the 
commander of an expedition bound to the Arctic 
region, with the humane purpose of discovering, 
if possible, the fate of Sir John Franklin; and that 
he returned safely in September last. 

Though unsuccessful, so far as relates to the 
fate of the English navigator, the expedition was 
eminently fortunate in other things. [ts opera- 
tions have developed new features in the physical 
geography of the globe; and will contribute 
toward the illustration of the principles of that 
geography. They will extend the limits of 


human knowledge, and lend additional interest | 


to the pages of American history; as they have 
certainly already greatly widened the fame of 
the brave and skillful man under whose auspices 
they were produced, and excited the gratitude of 
the nation towards those generous men, Messrs. 
Grinnell, of New York, and Peabody, of London, 


who contributed so much to sustain the enter- 


rise. 

In a brief account of the expedition addressed 
to the Secretary of the Navy, the Doctor has 
summed up the principal features of his explora- 
tions as follows: 

1. The survey and delineation of the north coast of Green- 
land to its termination by a great glacier. 

2. The survey of this glacial mass, and its extension north- 
ward into the vew land named Washington. 

3. The discovery of a large channel to the northwest free 
from ice, and leading into an open and expanding area 
equally free. The whole embraces an iceless area of four 
thousand two hundred miles. 

4. The discovery and delineation of a Jarge tract of land 
forming the extensron northward of the American continent. 

5. The completed survey of the American coast to the 
south and west as far as Cape Sabine, thus connecting our 
survey With the last determined position of Captain Ingle- 
field, and completing the circuit of the straits and bay here- 
tofore Known at their southernmost opening as Smith’s 
sound. 

These vast developments, it will be perceived, 
Mr. President, are of great value, as furnishing 
additional knowledge of the formation of the 
globe, and as tending to a confirmation of recog- 
nized theories in geography. They will most 
certainly become a subject of peculiar interest in 
the circles of the learned and scientific in all parts 
of the world, if not of practical value to the navi- 
gating nations. 

As an evidence of the general interest the sub- 
ject will evidently excite, it may be remarked, 
that, although but a few months have elapsed 
since the return of Dr. Kane, and but a brief 
synopsis of the doings of the expedition has been 
given to the public, the liveliest interest has al- 
ready been excited in this country and in most of 
Europe as toils greatachievements. Indeed, sir, it 
isanattractivetopic. The feats of the mostdaring 
on the field of battle are not better calculated to 
touch the chords of the American heart, and to 
command general admiration, than the startling 
discoveries and thrilling adventures incident to 
the career of a daring navigator and explorer. 
This feeling js peculiarly strong with an enterpris- 
ing and progressive people. When in my own 
State, a few days since, I met the most significant 
nven of popular interest in Kane’s exploits. 
Many were anxious to know when they were to 
have the pleasure of reading a complete narrative ; 
nor is this desire confined to the learned and sci- 


entific; I found it equally strong with the farmer, | 
Many testimonials of | 


mechanic, and laborer. 
appreciation have already reached the doctor at 
nis quiet home at Philadelphia. The eae Geo- 
graphical Society of England, the highest au- 
thority on a question of discovery, have already 
adopted. the doctor’s chart as a new and reliable 
feature in geography; and have named the area 
of open water discovered by him, ‘* Kane’s open 
Polar sea;’’ and have, by resolution, assigned to 
him a front rank among Arctic explorers. They 
have also in store for him, as I learn, a personal 
compliment in the shape of a gold medal. The 
French Government, also, ever magnanimous 
in its recognition of genius and courage, and 





generous in its patronage of the arts and sciences, 
| has congratulated the doctor on his triumph. 
| The venerable Humboldt, a prince in the science 
of geography, has expressed his delight with the 
success of the young American. ‘ 

The Legislature of Pennsylvania, Kane's native 
State, by the resolutions which [ have just pre- 
sented, have expressed their gratification with the 

| results of the expedition, their high estimate of 
their fellow-citizen who directed its movements, 
'and have thanked him for the honor his career 
has conferred upon his native State, and com- 
mended his services to the favorable notice of 
Congress. The Legislature of New York, by 
/ unanimous consent, have evinced their estimate 
of the expedition by presenting its leader with a 
gold medal. Complimentary resolutions have 
also been passed by the Legislatures of Maryland 
| and New Jersey. The New York Geographical 
Society, and numerous other learned and scientific 
associations in different parts of the world, have 
already manifested special interest in the achieve- 
ments of the Doctor. But the testimonial which 
has made the deepest impression upon his feel- 
ings, as I learned, is that which has come from 
Lady Franklin, in the shape of words of true 
| eloquence, thanking him for his heroic efforts in 
behalf of her lost husband. 

A complete history of the discoveries, adven- 
tures, and thrilling incidents of the expedition— 
the story of what was done and suffered by its 
individual members—will compose a work of the 

| liveliest interest. The doctor’s report to the 
Secretary of the Navy is but a condensed sum- 
mary of the results of the tour, and is quite in- 
sufficient to gratify the public curiosity, or do 
| justice to the brave men who have suffered and 
sacrificed so much. The Doctor, however, Mr. 
President, I am glad to know, has prepared a full 
narrative of the events of the expedition—properly 
eliminating each feature, and has placed it in 
the hands of Messrs. Childs & Peterson, of Phil- 
adelphia, for publication. It will compose a work 
of two volumes octavo, of about nine hundred 
pages; is be to printed on the finest paper, and 
bound imthe most substantial manner, and be em- 
bellished with three hundred wood-cuts, twenty- 
| two steel engravings, and contain three maps of 
the Arctic rezion. It is intended that this work 
shall excel, not only in thrilling interest, but in 
mechanical style—that it shall, at the same time, 
reflect the daring genius and artistic skill of our 
‘countrymen. It will be given to Congress at the 
rate of five dollars per copy. A subscription to 
this work, Mr. President, is perhaps the only 
mode that Congress can adopt to obtain and dis- 
| seminate the information gained by tlte expedi- 
‘tion. ‘This much—this modest compliment— 
should, Mr. President, in my poor opinion, be 
granted, and that promptly, as a manifestation 
of national esteem for this remarkable man. 

The leader of this expedition is a constituent of 
mine, and right proud am | to acknowledge the 
relation; and perhaps this circumstance will 
plead my apology for the solicitude 1 may man- 
ifest on the subject. If any have.supposed that 

| chance or accident has conferred upon Dr. Kane 
his present greatness, 1 beg to say they are mis- 
taken. He was not born to greatness, nor was 
| it thrust upon him; he has achieved it. It is the 
work of his own genius—of his daring spifit 
and safe judgment. He is beyond all question, 
Mr. President, one of the most remarkable young 
men of the present day. I say young, sir, for he 
has not attained the age of thirty-five; though 
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measuring his days by the ideas his brain has | 


produced, and by what he has scen and suffered, 


| tinguished alike for energy, industry, chivalry, 
virtue, and true benevolence, his great character- 
istics are beautifully reflected in his brief career. 
Dr. Kane was first distinguished as surgeon 
to the American Embassy to China. During his 
absence on this expedition, he visited the Phil- 
|| ippine Islands, made a tour of Greece, and trav- 
|| ersed Egypt as far as the Upper Nile, visiting all 
the points of peculiar interest. He was afterwards 
stationed on the coast of Africa, and manifested 
wonderful skill and perseverance in his explora- 
| tions in that uncongenial climate. At a subse- 
|| quent date, as the bearer of dispatches from 
|| President Polk to General Scott, in Mexico, he 
|| performed deeds of desperate daring, demanded 
'' by his hazardous position, which would have 





he might well be rated threescore and ten. Dis- | 
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been worthy of a Putnam or a Wayne. ‘“Though 
under thirty-five years of age,’ says Dr. Elder, 
“he has more than circumnavigated the ¢lobe; 
he has visited and traversed India, Africa, Europe, 
South America, the islands of the Pacific, and 
has penetrated the Arctic region to the highest 
latitude attained by civilized man,’’ encountering 
in turn the extremest perils of sea and land, and 
performing the severest duties of the soldier and 
seaman, In 1850 he distinguished himself as 
surgeon, historian, and naturhlist, to the first ex- 
edition sent out forthe reliefofSir John Frarklin. 
t was the qualities displayed on this oceasion 
that pointed him out as a fit man for the com- 
mand of the second, and more fortunate, expedi- 
tion. 

He had been preceded in the Arctic regions by 
Sebastian Cabot, about the year 1496, and at later 
dates by Parry, Richardson, McClure, and others; 
but the most daringand skillful of these navigators 
stopped far short of the attainments of Dr. Kane. 
Catching up the spirit of heroic enterprise in the 
latitude where the most intrepid of his prede- 
cessors had laid it down, he extended his obser- 
vations to the latitude of 820 22, being four 
degrees above the highest point where the light of 
heaven had previously shone upon the face of 
civilized man. He made a survey of the coast 
of Greenland, and distinguished ‘the space be- 
tween latitude 80° and 819, as Washington Land; 
the open space of water in the same latitude he 
has marked ‘* Kennedy Channel;”’ and the area 
of water next above, ** Constitution Bay.’” He 
discovered a large northwest channel, free from 
ice, and leading into an open polar sea, which 
spreads out over an area of four thousand two 
hundred miles, and extending southward to lati- 
tude 820 22’. This latter point, the highest 
attained, the doctor has marked Mount Parry, in 
honor of the distinguished navigator of that name. 
Estimate these explorations as we may, Mr. 
President, in point of practical usefulness, there 
is something flattering in the fact, that what Se- 
bastian Cabot had attempted three hundred and 
fifty years ago, our countryman, Dr. Kane, has 
achieved. He did discover a northwest passage 
and a Polar sea. Nor was this accomplished by 
accident or goodfortune. It was reached through 
trials and sufferings and eminent hazard of life, 
and the exercise of the highest degree of philos- 
ophy and moral courage. Imagine,if you please, 
sir,asmall band of hardy adventurers, only eigh- 
teen in number, clothed in skins and furs, tented 
in that icy region for two dreary years, shut out 
from the comforts of civilization, and for six 
months, at one time, from the light of heaven, sur- 
rounded by impenetrable darkness. Think of 
the condition of their ice-bound vessels in latitude 
78°, constituting their only home and shelter, from 
which they sallied forth to survey the coasts—to 
take sketches of the surrounding scenery; day 
afier day, and month after month, they continued 
to go forth and return to this silent home. For 
hundreds and hundreds of miles they traversed 
that desert region of snow and ice, where the foot- 
prints of civilized man had neve: before been left. 
Then, again, when they had triumphed mainly in 
their enterprise, and the want of sustenance and 
health demanded a retreat, contemplate their de- 
parture from their ice-bound ship, and witness 
them with dogs and sledges, for the space of 
eighty-two days, struggling over a cheerless and 
rugged country, suffering constantly from the in- 
tense severity of the climate. 

About this time it was, sir, that within the 


| Halls of Congress was heard the voice of benev- 


olence, pleading in eloquent tones for relief for 
those gallant men—relief for Dr. Kane, who, it 
was feared, would perish in his daring efforts to 
relieve John Franklin. To that voice the response 
was prompt. Men who have done and suffered 
so much deserve the gratitude of their country. 
But, Mr. President, | am for a proper notice 
of the expedition in view of the salutary influ- 
ence the act would evidently exercise. It is such 
public recognition of great qualities that begets 
a proper spirit of emulation amongst the gifted 
and the good—that develops the genius and the 
patriotism of our people. And have we not, on 
this idea, times without number, sir, compli- 
mented those who have distinguished themselves 
in battle, or even in the councils of the nation? 


| Have we not extended to such the eae of the 


country, and given perpetuity to their fame by 
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indelible records? And shall he who bravely 
encountered the elements in the cause of benev- 
olence and science, to the imminent hazard of life, 
be less cherished? So much Dr. Kane has done 
and endured. 

Some of the ancients, we read, honored civil- 
ians as well as soldicrs; and surely in no age, 
ancient or modern, should the daring navigator 
and discoverer command less of his country.’s 
admiration and bounty. The brave man who 
plants the flag of his country in the enemy’s camp 
is worthy of distinction, but not more so than he 
who extends the limits of civilization and human 


knowledge, at the risk of life and the loss of | 


health and comfort. The most desperate in battle 
do not evinee a higher degree of true courage. 
Whosoever compares the present map of the 
world, with physical geography as known to the 
ancients, will be prepared to appreciate the value 
of discoveries, and the merits of those who have 
added so much to our knowledge of the forma- 
tion of the globe on which we live—a knowledge 
illustrative of all our accepted theories of the 
wonderful structure of the universe—ofastronomy 


and geography; all tending to the ends of civil- | 


zation and Christianity. Whoever attempts to 
gather up and contemplate the boundless and bril- 
lant achievements of navigators, from the days 
of Scylax, the Greek, five hundred and twenty-two 
years before the Christian era, down to Tudda, 
the Jew, may find it difficult to determine exactly 
what navigators and explorers did accomplish in 
that age of the world. Butbeginning with Paul, 
the Italian, in 1296, and tracing the achievements 
of Mandeville, of Cadamosta, of Columbus, of 
Vespucci, of Magellan, of Cabot, of Cavendish, 
of Sir Francis Drake, of Walter Raleigh, of Cap- 
tain Cooke, and others, in past centuries, and 
those of Humboldt, of Franklin, of Ross, of Rich- 
ardson, of Parry, of McClure, of Kane, and 
others of the nineteenth century, will be justly 
impressed with the invaluable services this class 
of scientific and devoted men have rendered to 
their fellow-men; how much they have countrib- 
uted to the ends of civilization—to the purposes 
of human knowledge, and of their genuine merits 
asaclass. ‘They are entitled to the gratitude and 
admiration of the whole human race, and will be 
to the end of time. 

If it be objected that this is the purchase of a 
book, my answer is, that Congress has frequently 
purchased similar books, and that had Dr. Kane 
submitted a detailed report, it would have been 
printed without objection, and cost the Govern- 
ment double or treble the aggregate amount of 


all the books the doctor’s friends desire Congress | 


to take. ‘The Government of Great Britain has 
expended millions to accomplish what Kane has 
achieved, and would give millions to morrow, | 
doubt not, to have his discoveries accredited toa 
subject of that Government. And shall we hes- 
late, Sir, to take a few thousand books asa token 
of national respect for the expedition and its 
leader? Other explorers have been the recipi- 
ents of direct reward, and other-reports have been 
published at the cost of vast sums. But the 
doctor’s friends are not willing to place him in a 
position so repugnant to his own feelings. Per- 
haps Congress has gone too far in this way; but, 


fication proposed by the Senator from New York, | 


an amendment to the resolution to enlarge the 
scope of the inquiry. I desire to have it read for 
the information of the Senate; and I have no 
doubt it will commend itself to the favorable con- 
sideration of my colleague, and that he will ac- 
cept it. 

The Secretary read the proposed amendment, 
as follows: b 

Provided, That if the said committee should be of opin- 


ion, upon thorough examination, that the said Dr. Kane | 


has greatly aided the eause of science, and imparted in- 
formation useful to his Government and country, and should 
deem it inexpedient to agree to purchase a book not ofhi- 
cially made, aud not yet published; that then, and in that 
case, the said committee report a bill authorizing the pay- 
ment of $10,000 or #20.000 to the said Dr. Kane, or such 
sum as they may think right or proper. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. Mr. President, I concur 
in the eloquent remarks which my honorable 
colleague has made respecting the merits of Dr. 
Kane. og 
though not in such eloquent terms, when! brought 
forward, a year or two ago, the bill providing 


for the rescue of his expedition. But, sir, the | 


official report of Dr. Kane is not yet made. The 
book proposed to be published contains his per- 
sonal narrative and his speculations, | presume, 
respecting the formation of the Arctic regions. It 
may turn out, however, that the committee may 
find, on inquiry, that it is inexpedient to purchase 
$50,000 worth of the book for the Senate, and 


$90,000 worth for the House, and that it would | 


he preferable to pay Dr. Kane at once from the 
Treasury, as we paid Commodore Perry for his 


services in Japan, $10,000, or $20,000, or $25,000. | 


I will go for the largest sum. ‘That would be a 
saving of $80,000. 


1 am rather inclined to think 


that this would be the best way of complimenting | 
It would leave the book publishers to | 
[ mean no disre- | 


Dr. Kane. 
proceed on their own account. 


| spect to the book publishers of Philadelphia, for 


| presented it. 


sir, this case of Dr. Kane may safely be made an || 


exception to any general rule. It is in this spirit 
that 1 shall go for the purchase. Parallel cases 
will seldom occur. Many a session will come 
and go, Mr. President, before another American 
citizen, in the capacity of an explorer, will 
achieve so much or attract so large a share of the 
world’s admiration and gratitude, 

Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, with no view, 
or desire, or intention of prolonging the debate on 
the subjeet of the resolution which the honorable 
Senator from Pennsylvania has submitted, I will 
ask him to aceept this resolution in lieu of his 
own; and then I shall ask the Senate to let the 
subject lie over untl another day: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Library be in- 


structed to purchase, for the use of the Senate, ten theu- 
sand copics of Dr. Kane’s Narrative of his late expedition 


to the Arctic regions, from Messrs. Childs & Peterson: | 


Provided, ‘The pnee shall not exceed five dollars per copy. 


Mr. BIGLER. 

Mr, SEWARD. 
ject until to-morrow, 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I desire to suggest to my 
honorable colleague, who has accepted the modi- 


i accept that amendment. 
I move to postpone the sub- 


| be most salutary. 


l believe they are the best in the United States; | 
but I do entertain some doubt as to the propriety | 


of going into partnership with individuals in pab- 


I had occasion to do the same thing, al- | 
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lishing any book, however meritorious, which has | 


not yet been examined by an officer of the Gov- 
ernment. ‘The report which the Secretary of the 
Navy so well commends to the consideration of 
Congress has not yet been made. I therefore 


suggest to my honorable colleague the propriety | 


of enlarging the scope of the inquiry in the way 
I have suggested. 


Mr. BIGLER. It is but justice to Dr. Kane, 


that | should say that, so far as I understand his | 
| feelings, he is unwilling to come before Congress | 


in the position of one asking for pecuniary reward. 
He is exceedingly sensitive on that point; and is, 
as you are aware, sir, anxious that no movement 
on the part of his friends should bear that con- 
struction. But, that Dr. Kane, like any other 
eminent scientific man whose labors have attracted 
attention throughout the whole country, should 
be solicitous to receive some recognition at the 
hands of Congress, is very proper. 

willing to accept the suggestion of my colleague; 
1 prefer that the proposition shall rest where I 
My proposition is not with a view 
of rewarding Dr. Kane directly; although it is 


true that itis to his interest that the publishers | 


should succeed with the work; but he would have 


no act of Congress looking to his pecuniary re- | 


ward; yet a recognition of a service on the part 
of an American citizen which has commanded 
the respect and attention of the Royal Geograph- 
ical Society of England, with no particular preju- 
dices in favor of our people, must be desirable to 
Dr. Kane, as it is to his friends. AsI have said, 
I believe the influence of such a recognition would 
lt is that kind of stimulent 
which leads to the exercise of the best talent of 
the country in any and every capacity. Itis that 


kind of recognition of the daring men who have | 
distinguished themselves on the field of battle, | 


which has added so much to the glory of our 
country and to the interest of our history. 


' with this view that the friends of Dr. Kane desire 


that Congress may take a few copies of this book. 
It will be, I venture to say, one of the most inter- 
esting of the kind that has ever been presented to 
the country, and one which some of my constitu- 
ents, who know most about it, are exceedingly 
anxious to obtain. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Mr. President, I am sorry 


I am not | 


It is | 





| to differ with my honorable colleague, because we | 


m 


are both aiming at the same thing. We both de. 
sire to obtaina recognition on the part of Congress 
of the valuable services of a fellow-citizen of ours 
I -propose to do it in the same way in which we 
recognized the services of Lafayette; the same way 
in which we recognized the services cf Commo- 
dore Perry, who opened Japan to our commerce: 
the same way in which we have recognized the 
services of other eminent men. My honorable 
colleague proposes that the services of Dr. Kane 
shall be recognized by going into a partnership 
with a book-publishing firm in Philadelphia in 
publishing the narrative of his Expedition. He 
proposes to aid Dr. Kane in that way. I am iy. 
clined to the opinion (though [ advance it with 
great deference) that it would be more compli- 
mentary to Dr. Kane to pay him a sum of money 
at once from the Treasury. I know such a re¢- 
ognition would not be at his solicitation; but Com- 
modore Perry did not solicit the honor of a like 
character which he received. I know Dr. Kane 
does not solicit the mode of recognition which [ 
propose; but, if he is to be complimented, I wish 
it to be done in the usual way. 

But, sir, I perceive that the morning hour is 
fast being consumed, and several gentlemen about 
me are impatient to make reports. I know it is 
their right to have the floor at this time, or [ 
should proceed further. 

The PRESIDENT. The question is on the 
motion of the Senator from New York, [Mr. 
SeWARD,] to postpone the consideration of the 
resolutions and the amendments proposed until 
to-morrow. 

The motion was agreed to. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. BROWN, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill making 
a grant of land to the State of Mississippi, to aid 
in the construction of the Ship Island railroad in 
that State; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 

The bill from the House of Representatives 
(H. R. No. 156) to define the jurisdiction of the 
district and circuit courts of the United States for 
the district of east Tennessee, was read twice by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

DEFICIENCY BILL. 


Mr. HUNTER, from the Committee on Fi- 
nanee, to whom was referred House bill (No. 68) 
to supply deficiencies in the appropriations for 
the service of the fiscal year ending the 30th of 
June, 1856, reported it back with sundry amend- 
ments. 

DISTRICT COURT AT WYTHEVILLE. 

Mr. BUTLER. I ask leave, on the part of 
the Committee on the Judiciary, to report a bill 
(S. No. 156) changing the time of holding the dis- 
trict court of the United States at Wytheville, in 
the western district of Virginia. It 1s important 
that the bill should be passed now, so that pro- 
cesses may issue in time to be returnable to the 
term provided for in the bill; and therefore I hope 
that it may be put on its passage at once. 

The bill was read a first and second time by 
unanimous consent, and considered as in Com- 
mitteé of the Whole. It provides that the district 
court of the United States required by law to be 
holden at Wytheville, in the western district of 
Virginia, shall hereafter commence its session on 
the first Monday of June and November in each 
year, instead of the time now fixed by law; and 
that all actions, suits, recognizances, processes, 
writs, and proceedings now pending, or which 
may be pending in that court, returnable thereto, 
shall be proceeded with as if the time of holding 
the sessions were not altered. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


REPORT ON KANSAS AFFAIRS. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, the Com- 
mittee on Territories, to whom was referred so 
much of the annual message of the President of 
the United States as relates to territorial affairs, 
together with the special message of the 24th of 
January, 1856, in regard to Kansas Territory, 
and the message of the 18th of February, in com- 
pliance with a resolution of the Senate, of the 4th 
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of February, 1856, requesting transcripts of cer- 
tain papers relative to affairs in the Territory of 
Kansas, having given the same that serious and 
mature consideration which the importance of the 
subject demands, beg leave to submit the report 
which I hold in my hand. ; 

[am also directed by the committee to state 
that the bill, the outline of which is given in the 
closing passage of the report, will be submitted 

Monday next. 

Mr. BUTLER. I think that, in regard to mat- 
ters of this kind, (and such was the opinion of 
old Senators—Mr. Calhoun particularly,) it is the 
duty of the chairman of the committee to read 
the report. 

Mr. CASS. Let us have it read. 

Mr. BUTLER. Yes, sir; I prefer that course. 

Mr. COLLAMER. A portion of the commit- 


on 


tee who have had this subject under considera- || 


tion, not being able to agree with the majority in 
the report submitted by the Senator from Illinois, 
Mr. Dovetas,] present a minority report. 

The PRESIDENT. Will the Senator read it 
himself, or have it read by the Secretary? 


Mr. COLLAMER. I wish to read it myself | 


when the proper time shall arrive, as it is in my 
own handwriting. 
Mr. WELLER. Several standing committees 


desire to make reports, and 1 hope they will be | 


allowed an opportunity to do so before the read- 
ing of this voluminous document. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. The request for the read- 
ing of the report has been made on all sides, and 
] trust an opportunity will now be allowed me to 
read it. I should be glad to yield to my friend 


from California, but at least half a dozen Senators | 


made a similar application before he did; and, if 
it were complied with, the whole day would be 
consumed. If the report is to be read, I prefer 
to do so at once, so as to have it disposed of 
immediately. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I wishto make a suggestion 
to the Senator from Illinois and to the Senate. 
There is a matter in connection with this subject 
which, for the sake of economy, ought to be at- 
tended to at once, if possible. A motion was made 
some time since for printing extra numbers of the 
President’s special message of February 18th, 
relative to affairs in Kansas Territory. The usual 
number of the document was ordered to be printed 
at once, and | am informed by the Superintend- 
ent of Public Printing that the type is still stand- 
ing from which extra numbers might be printed, 
although the time has expired within which we 
can require the printer to keep the type standing, 
according to the law. The printer is impefatively 
called on for the use of the type for other public 
printing. When the time has expired within 
which he is required to keep the type standing to 
await special orders for extra printing, a charge 
ean be made for recomposition. I understand 
that the public printer has the type still standing, 
although the required time has actually expired, 
so that if an order were made at once, there will 
be no charge for recomposition. As the only 
object of delaying the order for printing extra 
numbers of the documents regarding Kansas 
affairs has been to continue debate on the general 
subject, I suppose that debate can be continued 
on the report which is now presented. For this 
reason, I suggest the propriety of disposing now 
of the motion to print extra numbers, which is 
still pending. By this course, we shall save an 
expense which will be incurred if we delay the 
order. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I will state to my friend 
from Arkansas, that however desirable may be 
the object which he suggests, it will be impossi- 
ble to accomplish it, because there are several 
gentlemen who wish to speak on the subject, and 
they have already been postponed for other busi- 
ness. It is not, I think, considered very import- 
ant to print extra numbers of the document re- 
ferred to, unless it shall include thelarge book of 
territorial statutes which was sent to us, but which, 
I believe, was excepted from the motion. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. If there is to be debate on 
the proposition of the gentleman from Arkansas, 
l ask him to waive it. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I would suggest to my 
friend from Arkansas that he had better with- 
draw it for the present. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I withdraw it at any rate 
until the reading of the report, merely suggesting 








that the difficulty raised by my colleague on the 
committee [Mr. Fessennex] can easily be obvi- 
ated by an agreement (which is very common 
here) that the gentleman entitled to the floor on 
that motion shall be entitled to it on this ques- 
tion. 

Mr. DOUGLAS proceeded to read the report 
of the Committee on Territories, which occupied 
two hours. 

Mr. COLLAMER read the minority report, 
signed by himself. Its reading occupied an hour. 

Mr. SUMNER. What is the question before 
the Senate? 


The PRESIDENT. There is no question be- 


| fore the Senate. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. ' 
and minority reports be printed for the use of the 
Senate. That will present a question. 


The PRESIDENT. The question will be on 


| the motion of the Senator from Illinois. 


Mr. SUMNER. In those two reports the 
whole subject is presented characteristically on 
both sides. In the report of the majority the true 
issue is smothered; in that of the minority, the true 
issue stands forth as a pillar of fire to guide the 


| country. The first report proceeds from four Sen- 


ators; but against it I put, fearlessly, the report 
signed by a single Senator, [Mr. CoLtamer,} to 
whom I offer my thanks for this service. Let the 
two go abroad together. Error is harmless while 


| reason is left free to combat it. 


I have no desire to precipitate the debate on 
this important question, under which the coun- 
try already shakes from side to side, and which 
threatens to scatter from its folds civil war. Nor, 
indeed, am I disposed to enter upon it until I have 
had the opportunity of seeing, in print, the elab- 
orate documents which have been read to us to- 


_day. ButI cannot allow the subject to pass away, 


| them? 


even for this hour, without repelling, at once, 
distinctly and unequivocally, the assault which 
has been made upon the Emigrant Aid Company 
of Massachusetts. That company has done noth- 
ing for which it'can be condemned under the laws 
and Constitution of the land. These it has not 
offended in letter or spirit; not in the slightest 
letter, or in the remotest spirit. It is true, it has 
sent men to Kansas; and had it nota richt to send 
Itis true, I trust, that its agents love free- 
dom and hate slavery. And have they not aright 
to do so? Their offense has this extent, and 
nothing more. Sir, to the whole arraignment of 
that company, in the report of the Committee on 
Territories, [ now for them plead ‘* Not guilty !”’ 
and confidently appeal to the country for that 
honorable acquittal which is due to their patriot 
services. 

The outrages in Kansas are vindicated, orexten- 


uated, by the alleged misconduct of the Emigrant 


Aid Company. Very well, sir; a bad cause is nat- 
uraily staked on untenable ground. You cannot 
show the misconduct. Any such allegation will 
fail. And you now begin your game with loaded 


dice. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, | do notintend 


to inflict a speech on the Senate to-day, nor to go 


into a discussion of the topics which the Senator 


from Massachusetts (Mr. Sumner] has brought 
forward. I only wish to say, in regard to his prop- 
osition to have the majority and minority reports 


go out together, that we will meet him on that* 


| point; and we will vote for printing the highest 


| tion of the case on his side. 


number which he may propose of the two reports, 
so that they may go to the country together. | 
am gratified that he is satisfied with the presenta- 
All we ask is an 


| opportunity to respond to his proposition; and 


we will vote for printing the largest number 
which he may suggest. 

The Senator says he wishes emphatically to 
repel the assaults which he thinks the report 
makes on the emigrant aid society. What am I 
to understand by his denunciation of the report? 
He certainly does not intend to deny the truth of 
any one fact which the report contains! What, 
then, is he going to deny? Why this emphatic 
denunciation, when there is not a fact stated in the 
report which he does not know to be true, and 
which I will not prove to be true by official doc- 
uments signed by the officers of the aid society 
itself? By his emphatic denial is the country to 
understand that he intends to disprove the facts? 
He knows the time will never come when he will 
controvert the truth of any one fact which is 


I move that the majority | 
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stated in our report with regard tq the emigrant 
aid society? Whether their action is laudable 
or treasonable is another question; but that the 
charter is truthfully set forth, that its objects and 
aims are copied from its own official proceedings, 
and that every statement of a fact is truly made, 
cannot be controverted. This he knows as well 
as Ido. Ido not intend to allow denials of the 
truth of facts to be interposed to screen men from 
the consequences of their action, when that action 
is avowed and susceptible of proof; hence the 
Senator’s denial cannot be interposed. It isa 
denial of facts which he knows to be true; it is a 
denial of facts which shall not be controverted, 
If, instead of denying, he proposed to justify 
them, | would willingly hear him; but he cannot 
be permitted to deny them. Our statements are 
based on the records of the legislative proceedings 
of the Senator’s own State, and on documents 
attested by the signatures of the officers of the em- 
igrant aid society. The facts shall not be denied. 
When he comes to offer his apologies, or his ex- 
cuses, or his justification for them, I shall be glad 
to hear anything which he may bring forward in 
vindication of the enormity of their conduct; but 
let him not make broad denials unsustained by 
proof. 

The Senator says that we begin our game with 

‘loaded dice.”’ I understand that to be a gam- 
bler’s phrase. He may be able to explain it; cer- 
tainly it will require explanation before the ma- 
jority of the Senate will be able to understand it. 
If he means that he is prepared to go to the coun- 
try to justify treason and rebellion, let him go; 
and [ trust he will meet the fate which the law 
assigns to such conduct. If he means that the 
hopes of his party are to produce a collision in 
Kansas, in which blood may be shed, that he may 
traffic in the blood of his own fellow-citizens for 
olitical purposes, he will soon discover how much 
1e will make by that course. We understand 
that this is a movement for the purpose of pro- 
ducing a collision, with the hope that civil war 
may be the result if blood shall be shed in Kan- 
sas. Sir, we are ready to meet that issue. We 
stand upon the Constitution and the laws of the 
land. Our position is, the maintenance of the su- 
premacy of the laws, and the putting down of 
violence, fraud, treason, and rebellion against the 
Government. 

The Senator stakes himself on the minority 
report. I say that report justifies foreign inter- 
ference in Kansas; while the majority report 
denies the right of foreign interference. Taking 
that minority report I can justify under its prin- 
ciples every act that has been done in regard to 
Kansas, either by persons from Massachusetts 
or from Missourt. The majority report denies 
the right of any man to violate the law; and to 
pervert the principles of the Kansas-Nebraska 
act, whether he comes from the North or the South. 
The minority report advocates foreign inter- 
ference; we advocate self-government and non-in- 
terference. We ave ready to meet the issue; and 
there will be no dodging. We intend to meet it 
boldly; to require submission to the laws and to 
the ecumiianed authorities; to reduce to subjection 
those who resist them, and to punish rebellion 
and treason. I am glad that a defiant spirit is 
exhibited here; we accept the issue. 

I will say no more now. At an early day I 
shall take oceasion to express my opinions on 


| the whole question, if my health and strength 


and voice will permit; and I shall hold myself 
responsible to vindicate every position assumed 
in the majority report. 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I think it is 
perfeetly palpable that we cannot go into a dis- 
cussion of the points involved in these two re- 
ports intelligently at this time. I hope diseus- 
sion will be postponed until the two reports shall 
have been printed, and ‘until Senators shall have 
had an opportunity of reading and studying them, 
in order that they a be properly discussed. 
Certainly no one, on hearing papers read, the 
reading of which consumes three or four hours, 
can undertake to discuss in a proper manner the 
points involved. This is a matter of too much 
importance to the whole country to be considered 
thus suddenly and without preparation. If we 
attempt it we shall find ourselves engaged in the 


| discussion of topics that are not involved in the 


issues before us. I hope, therefore, that the dis- 
cussion will be postponed for at least one week; 
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and that at the end of that time, when the reports 
shall have been printed, and when all of us shall 
have had an opportunity to read them, to under- 
stand what they contain, and to see the points 
involved, we may have a fair opportunity of 
entering, upon the discussion of them. At the 
proper time I shall have some remarks to sub- 
mit, Which may not be interesting to the Senate, 
or toa large portion of the country, but which | 
think will meet this subject as I wish to see it met 
in that part of the Union from which Leome. I 
am not prepared tosubmit them now, nor would 
I venture to do so without having seen what is 
embraced in these two reports. I wish to have 
time to consider them canine and to come toa dis- 
passionate conclusion in regard to them. 

Now, Mr. President, | am free io say that I 
have a little speech about half delivered, which I 
should like to have an opportunity of finishing. 
As I know that the Senate is particularly good- 
natured, especially under extraordinary cireum- 
stances, I give notice now, that to-morrow morn- 
ing, even at the risk of violating some of the 
rules of modesty prevailing here, I shall ask to 
do one of two things, and I shall request a deci- 
sion as to which I shall do—either hat I be al- 
lowed to deliver the residue of my speech, or to 
print it without delivering it. I am indifferent 
as to which horn of the dilemma the Senate may 
choose to take. I now move, and it was for that 
purpose that I rose, to postpone the further con- 
sideration of this subject until this day week. 

Mr. BUTLER. Let the papers be printed. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Let us take a vote on print- 
ing the reports. 

Mr. BROWN. Iam perfectly willing to agree 
to that; I only ask that the discussion may be 
postponed for a week, so that we shall have an 
opportunity of reading the documents when 
printed. 

Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, I should 
have been quite content that this discussion should 
have been left equally balanced by the two re- 
vorts until the tume when an oral discussion could 
“ undertaken by azrangement between the par- 
ties dividing upon the conclusions of the two re- 
ports. 1 quite agree with the honorable Senator 
from Mississippi in advising that the reports shall 
be printed, in the first place, in order that we may 
cndoretehd them before we discuss them. Il ap- 
prove this course on another ground: whatever 
may be the temper with which the question in- 
volved in the reports is agitated®elsewhere, it is 
a question the nature and magnitude of which de- 
mand the exereise of wisdom and discretion on 
the part of the Senate and of Congress. 

I would leave the subject here, if it was not 
that the honorable chairman of the Committee on 
Territories [Mr. Dovetas] has rendered it neces- 
sary, by the confidence with which he has as- 
serted his convictions of the strength of his own 
position, to declare what is the measure of my 
confidence on the other side; [ am perfectly pre- 
pared to stand by and advocate until the last, not 
the honorable Senator’s version of the conclusions 
of the minority report, but the statements of fact 
contained in that report, and the self-interpreting 
conclusions at cial itarrives. In order that we 
may leave the question equally balanced so far as 
he and I are concerned, he will excuse me for 
adding that I render to the honorable Senator from 
Vermont my thanks, and, so far as I may assume 
to speak for others, the thanks of the friends of | 
freedom throughout the free States, and the | 
friends of freedom throughout the world, for the 
ability, the dignity, the moderation, and the wis- | 
dom with which he has presented their cause. 

Sir, the honorable Senator, the chairman of the | 
committee—he will excuse me for saying so—has 
gone into an argument quite unnecessary and 
quite inconclusive—an argument which was re- 
sorted to the other day, in another branch of this 
discussion, by the honorable Senator from Con- 
necticut, [Mr. Tovcey.}] They have told us that | 
they intend to employ the whole power of this | 
Governmentto maintain the Kansas and Nebraska 
act, and maintain and carry out the consequences 


of i which are involved in the legislation of this 1) 


usurping Legislature of Missouri in Kansas. I | 
understand this to be the spirit of what they say. | 
Sir, I give those honorable gentlemen notice that 
they have but about three hundred and fifty days | 
Jeft in which they will have the power of wielding - 


_THE CONG 


I entertain towards him. 





time is rolling away rapidly. In the mean time 
there is a people behind them; and that people, 
in Congress assembled here, must be consulted 
upon the subject of the direction of the power of 
the Government. 

My own idea is, that there 1s no necessity for 
violence or civil war; and that, if prudence and 
moderation be exercised in Congress, this great 
question, like all others, will finally reach its set- 


tlement without disturbing the peace of the coun- | 
try, or endangering the-safety of the Union; but, | 
at the same time, it is not conducive to such a | 
settlement of it to add anything more to the ter- | 


rors which impend over the settlers in Kansas. I 
suppose, from what I hear in these reports, that 


the people of Kansas will be here as a free State, | 
and will appear by Senators in Congress author- | 


ized to present their constitution. When they 
come it will be a question to be settled here, and 
not elsewhere. Let me say, by way of caution, 
that he was a wise man a. remarked that * it 
is the misfortune of mankind that just on those 
occasions on which the greatest calmness and 
reason are most necessary, those are just the 
oceasions on which calmness and reason are most 
likely to be forgotten.’’ For my own part, I 
wopose to remain cool—to mee, this question 
iere, in this place, on its own merits; and, if I 


can, to secure the admission of the State of Kan- | 
sas into this Union under the constitution which | 


she has adopted, and which she is preparing to 
submit for our acceptance. 

Mr. BUTLER. I have no desire to make any 
remarks on this question at the present time; but, 
as what has been said here losdant will go out to 
the country, I wish to put a question to the Sen- 
ator from New York in reference to what he has 
just said. 1 desire to know whether he will 


maintain that Kansas, or any other Territory, | 


can come into this Union as a State with a less 
number of inhabitanis than was the ratio of rep- 
resentation in the original formation of this Con- 


federacy, which was thirty thousand, when, by | 


compact, it was arranged that each Siate should 
have one Representative, and that the ratio should 
be at least thirty thousand inhabitants to each 
Representative? 
increased from time to time, and is now over 
ninety thousand. I think no State ever came into 


the Union with a less number than forty thousand | 


inhabitants. [I wish to know whether the gen- 
tleman—I ask him frankly, as a man representing 
the opinion of others—contends for any such 
position? 


Mr.SEWARD. The honorable Senatoralways 


addresses me frankly, and | am happy to say he | 


cannot address me with more. kindly feelings than 
1 shall maintain that 
it is in the power of Congress to admit Kansas 
with her popmation, whatever it is. 

Mr. BUTLER. 
dred inhabitants? 

Mr. SEWARD. 
there are twenty-five thousand there already. I 
shall maintain the power of Congress. 

Mr. STUART. 
which I hope the Senate will readily adopt. I 


conceive it important in all cases, but especially | 
| important on this subject, that we discuss, so far | 
as it is possible, measures of legislation and not | 
We learn from the | 


mere abstract propositions. 
report read to-day, that in a day or two the com- 
mittee will reporta bill, or two bills, upon this sub- 
ject; and I therefore wish to suggest tothe Senate 
not to pevgene the subject for the eee of 
discussion, but to wait until the bills shall be re- 


| ported, and then discuss the whole question upon 


these bills. ‘Then we shall have a practical ques- 
tion before us, on which we can agree or disagree. 
In view of this fact, L hope the motion to postpone, 
submitted by the Senator fromm Mississippi, will 
be withdrawn. We shall then have the subject, 
when the bills come in, legitimately and fairly 
before us, and gentlemen will have an opportunity 
to submit their views on a practical question. I 
think the Senator from Ilhnois will agree with 
me. 

Mr, DOUGLAS. 
ator Michigan. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair did not under- 
stand the Senator from Mississippi to submit any 
motion, 

Mr. STUART. ThenI hope none sueh will 


I agree fully with the Sen- 


the military and naval arms of this nation. That) be submitted. 


RESSIONAL GLOBE. 





|| The PRESIDENT. The question is on the 


Since that period it has been || 


Even if it only had one hun- || 


I do not say that, because || 


I wish to make a suggestion | 





motion to print the reports. 
The motion was agreed to. 


| 
Mr. PUGH. I am admonished, by the fate of 
the motion which was made some time since to 
»rint extra copies of the President’s message on 
<ansas affairs, that if we allow these reports to 
lie on the table in their present condition, we shalj 
not get extra copies of them until the end of the 
session. 1 hope Senators will adopt the sugeps. 
tion of my friend from Michigan, to reserve Qo. 
bate on this subject until the presentation of the 
bill which will soon be brought in, and allow the 
/reports to be printed at once for distribution 
among the people. With that view, I submit q 
motion,which, from the importance of the subject 
| and the interest which it has attracted elsewhere, 
I hope will be adopted now—that sixty-two thou. 
sand copies of the reports be printed for the use 
of the Senate. 
The PRESIDENT. That motion, under the 
rules, must be referred to the Committee oy 
_ Printing. 


RIVER AND HARBOR IMPROVEMENTS, 
Mr. STUART. It will be recollected that, by 


the instruction of the Committee on Commeree, | 
/gave notice a week ago, that I should ask the 
Senate to take up the bills for river and harbor 
improvements to-day. The business of the day 
| has necessarily postponed them; and the Senator 
from Mississipp1 has expressed his desire to speak 
to-morrow. I wish, therefore, to say, that the 
Committee on Commerce have instructed me to 
inform the Senate that we shall ask for the con- 
sideration of those bills on Monday next, and 
shall hope for the concurrence of the Senate on 
_ that oceasion. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. STUART, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to whom was referred the memorial of the 
special agents of the State of Maryland, praying 
for the correction of an erroneous construction 
of the act of Congress of May 13th, 1826, for the 
payment of interest due to that State, reported a 
| bill to direct a reéxamination of the account be- 
| tween the United States and the State of Mary- 

land; which was read a first time and ordered to 
_a second reading. 


|| Mr. WELLER, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to whom was referred the petition 
| of James Harrington, praying for indemnity for 
sickness and loss of time in the United States 
service, reported a bill for his relief; which was 
| read a first time and ordered to a second reading. 
| He submitted a report on the subject, which was 
ordered to be printed. 

| He also, from the same committee, to whom 
/ was referred the petition of Dempsey Pittman, 





} reported a bill for his relief; which was read a 
first time and ordered to a second reading. He 
| submitted a report on the subject, which was or- 
1 dered to be printed. 

| He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of John C. McFerran, 
a lieutenant and assistant quartermaster in the 
United States Army, praying to be allowed a credit 
in the settlement of his accounts for a sum of 
money of which he was defrauded by an assist- 
ant commissary, submitted an adverse report, 
which was ordered to be printed. 


Mr. GEYER, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, to whom was referred amemorial of citizens 
of California, praying that the titles of claimants 
to lands in that State may not be confirmed, but 
that those lands may be granted to those who 
have settled and improved them, asked to be dis- 
charged from its further consideration, and that 
it be referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims; which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committec, to whom was 
referred a bill authorizing the Secretary of the In- 
| terior to approve the accounts of the marshal for 

the district of Missouri, for furniture provided for 

the use of the circuit court of the United States 
for said district, at the April term of said court, 
| held at St. Louis imathe year 1854, reported it 
| back without amendment. 
| 
| 








Mr. DODGE, from the Committee on Com- 

| merce, to whom was referred a bill for the con- 

struction of a steam dredge on Lake Michigan, 
reported it back without amendment. 
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